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Lesson 1
Introduction

When you complete this lesson, you will be able to:

m Describe the relationship between Parts, Assemblies and Drawings;
m ldentify the principal components of the SolidWorks user interface;
m  Download and extract the required companion files.
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Using This Book

The SAE Design and Analysis Project with SolidWorks Software
helps you learn the principles of assembly design and structural analysis using
SolidWorks and SolidWorks Simulation as an integral part of a creative and
iterative design process.

For this project, You will “learn by doing” as you complete modeling and
structural analysis lessons.

What is SolidWorks Software?

SolidWorks is design automation software. In SolidWorks, you sketch ideas and
experiment with different designs to create 3D models using the easy to learn
Windows® graphical user interface.

SolidWorks is used by students, designers, engineers and other professionals to
produce single and complex parts, assemblies and drawings.

Prerequisites

Before you begin the SAE Design and Analysis Project with
SolidWorks Software you should complete the following online tutorials that
are integrated in the SolidWorks software:

m Lesson 1 - Parts
m Lesson 2 - Assemblies
m Lesson 3 - Drawings

You can access the online tutorials by clicking Help, SolidWorks Tutorials, All
SolidWorks Tutorials (Set 1). The online tutorial resizes the SolidWorks window
and runs beside it.

As an alternative, you can complete the following lessons from An Introduction to
Engineering Design With SolidWorks:

Lesson 1: Using the Interface

Lesson 2: Basic Functionality

Lesson 3: The 40-Minute Running Start
Lesson 4. Assembly Basics

Lesson 6: Drawing Basics

Using This Book 2
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Conventions Used in This Book

Introduction

This manual uses the following typographical conventions:

Convention Meaning

from the Insert menu.

Bold Sans Serif | SolidWorks commands and options appear in this style.
For example, Insert, Boss means choose the Boss option

example, Sketchl.

Typewriter Feature names and file names appear in this style. For

17 Do this step. | The steps in the lessons are numbered in sans serif bold.

Before You Begin

If you have not done so already, copy the companion files for the lessons onto

your computer before you begin this project.
1 Start SolidWorks.

Using the Start menu, start the SolidWorks application.

2 SolidWorks Content.
Click Design Library = to open the design library
task pane.

Click on SolidWorks Content to show the
folders below it.

Click on SolidWorks Educator Curriculum.
Click SAE Project Files - English.

Note: There may be more curriculum folders listed in
addition to the SAE Project Files.

The lower pane will display an icon representing a
Zip file that contains the companion files for this
project.

Conventions Used in This Book

Design Library W
il E

+ ] Doesigr Libwrary
T Tookax
i “ 30 ContentCentral
P Sobcvorks Cortent
' Blocks
5 = Pasting
' Soldorks Educabor Curriculum
' EDU Curritudum Introduction
Rl S.AF Project Fies
' COF Car Design Project
= COSMOS Shudenl Guides
7 Mourtan Bosrd Design Project
(7 Sesbotor RO Desgn Project
7 Sobdworks Student Gude
7 Trebuchet Design Froject
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Tip:

Tip:

3

Download the Zip file. - aa
Press Ctrl and click the icon. _
Pleage selec] a folder bo dovnicad the ITIP He to;
You will be prompted for a folder in
which to save the Zip file. % ) SckdWores Data -
& |0 SclhdWorks Daka_S901
Ask your teacher where you should +—popitararis
save the Zip file. Usually the ) Swhst
C:\Temp folder is a good location. , O S ok nlometon
Click OK. S -
Sririer Temp
Plake B Folder o iCance
Remember where you saved it. ) ]
Open the Zip file.
Browse to the folder where you saved the Zip file in step 3.
Double-click the SAE Project Files.zip file.
Click Extract. —
Click Extract and Browse to the location where you want to save the o=
Ladrack

files. The system will automatically create a folder named
_SAE_Project_ENG in the location you specify. For example, you might want
to save it in My Documents. Check with your teacher about where to save the
files.

You now have a folder named SAE Project Files on your disk. The data in this
folder will be used in the exercises.

Remember where you saved it.

Analyzing a Structure Using SolidWorks and SolidWorks Simulation

Analyzing a Structure Using SolidWorks and SolidWorks Simulation

During this session, you will learn how to analyze a structure using SolidWorks
and SolidWorks Simulation.

Once you have had a chance to see how easy it is to use SolidWorks solid
modeling software, you will use an assembly to check whether components fit
properly.

You will then make a drawing of one of the components, complete with a cut list.
If a printer is available, you can print out a hardcopy of your drawing.
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Lesson 2
Using Assemblies

When you complete this lesson, you will be able to:

Understand the difference between edit assembly and edit part modes;
Create a virtual, in-context part;

Open a part from the assembly;

Create a new instance from an existing instance;

Set the materials in a part;

Use pack and go to manage the files.
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Creating Parts In-Context

A thorough knowledge of how to work with
assemblies is critical to success with
SolidWorks.

In this example, you will create a virtual part
and use in-context technigues to mode a brake
pad using geometry from both the Rotor -
Cast Iron and Brake Caliper components.

The component will copied to create a second
instance and it will be mated into the assembly.

Opening an Assembly with Quick View

Clicking the Quick view / Selective open when you open an assembly allows
you to view only the components that you want to view.

1 Open Brake&Wheel.
Click File, Open and select the assembly Brake&Wheel from the Lesson
2\Brake&Wheel folder. Click Quick view / Selective open and click Open.

I ™y
o Open ot e
I:-..-)”‘--..J. & FSAE b LessonZ b BrakeBiWheel w [ 4 || Search Brakeaimest o

Cirganize = New falder =~ 0l @
FSAE -
Lessan 2 il
Wy B
Erakrfi'Wherl @ S
-y
Lessan 3 m m m
Lessan 4 E Reake Rotar Brakefi'Wheel Hush Assernhby
Asserniby
Lessan 5
Lessan B =
Lessan T 0
Uksers m m
‘Windows Upright Wheel Assembly
Assemmibly
= DATAPARTL (D) Migror
s DVD EW Drve () -
o | Dk wiew / Selectve Refanency
apen
Advanced Configurations: | papay e -
Lightweight -
Use Speedpak Do matb lewd budden
companents
File name  Hrake&Wheel - Agsernbhy (".asm; " skdasm) -

Open  |v| | Comce |
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Hiding and Showing Components

Components can be hidden or shown at any time to create an uncluttered display
and make working on the assembly faster.

In addition, components that are hidden before opening the assembly are not
loaded into memory, further decreasing the load on the machine.

Tip:

Using Assemblies

The Quick view / Selective open settings are stored in a Display State.

There are many ways to hide and show components. Here are a few useful
methods and where they are best used.

Hiding Components

Showing Components

Hide Others- Hides all

Show Hidden Components-

'C\:A;?]y onents visible components but the Shows all the hidden
P selected component(s). components for selection.
Single or Hide/Show Components- Hide/Show Components-
Few Hides the selected visible Shows the selected hidden
Components | components. components.
Orientation.

The assembly open in an Isometric orientation. Click in the graphics area and
press Shift+Arrow Up to change the view orientation.

Hide others.

Right-click the Rotor - Cast Iron and select Hide Others.
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4  Show hidden. emr— |
Right-click in the graphics area and select Show Hidden P E— —
Components. Click the Brake Caliper component as shown.

Click Exit Show-Hidden to complete the command.

Hirfien

5 Selective open.
Click All components displayed and click e —
Open. These are the only components that we () Setecked companents

: H (5 2 components deplaved
need to view right now. RS S

6 Message.
A message appears.

Because you used “Selective Open”, hidden components are not
loaded into memory. Therefore, when you first show a hidden
component you might notice a delay while it is loaded. Also, a
new Display State is created corresponding to the “Selective
Open” state. Click OK.

7 Display state.
The new Display State is stored under the current Configuration:

configuration Default and is named New Display i S Erakniihed Configuration(s)
O Dol [ Brakadihles |

State-1.
The original Display State Default_Display State-1
retains the settings of all components visible. @ Uefour_tu :

éh‘-ewuug-—u'f Shate-1

[k Cisplary Stabes. bo Cord i alion
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8

10

Save.
Click File, Save [ to save the assembly and parts.
Orientation changes. [cientation 8 |
Press the Spacebar and double-click the orientation *Isometric |« o2 w5
from the dialog. Middle (wheel)+click and drag the edge of the “Hoormal Ta
Front
Rotor - Cast Iron as shown to rotate the geometry. B
*Right
P4
"Bk bm
| |
S Trmnetnc
"Damelric

Zoom.

Click the Brake Caliper
component in the FeatureManager
design tree and click Zoom to

Selection [&].
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The Assembly FeatureManager design tree

The assembly is comprised of components and mates. The components can be
either part components or assembly components (sub-assemblies). The assembly
FeatureManager design tree shows an accurate snapshot of the assembly using
icons and text to describe the current settings.

P W Arohnbiwher! (Default chiew Digplay State- 1 2)
= LA ] snnotations
] Sensors
5 Front Flane

15t Top Flare Hidden Sub-assembly
'E;V_ Component
@ "R T) Unnght assenbly - Mimor <2 (Dafaul)

B T () b Resambiy<) s (Defaul)

R () Brake Rotor Assembly o) > (Defaul cDel
# R Mates in Drakesiwhesl
Sub-assembly 5 &) Arrotations

Component 1 Senscrs
3 Frock Flane

ESI Top Flsre

£ tught Plane Part Component

Corigin

M Component
ubor - Casl Irond i (Dol aul Instance

Hidden ’%[]nunwmrcl:(
Part I"ﬁ] () Rukror Washar €273 (Chamfer)

Redor PR
Component .;%E.-.]m" @

w 2R LocakCunattam)

M T () Whend Assemblyc ! s (Defuk) Mate
ates—\‘l&'q 1) Br sk Ciper <13 (Dl arull = <ol aqie”
Folder B ks

@- Concentric (Face Fare:
_,{: Crancideni? (Face, Face)

11 AssemblyXpert.
Click Tools, AssemblyXpert. The dialog lists the number of parts, unique parts,
sub-assemblies and unique sub-assemblies among other things.

B AtsermblyXpn [

L'E Total number of components in Brabe&Wheel:
. Parts
LUnique Part Documanis
Linigua Paris
Sub-assembbes
Uigue Sub-assembles
Unigque Sub-assembly Documents
Maodmasm Dapth
Humber of top kevel components
Hasohmd compansnts
Heacheed documents
Lightwaighl camponanls
Supprested components
Muribsed oF top bevel mates
Humiber of bodins

ﬂ:ﬂﬂm\ﬂu"uhh—'hwﬂﬁm

Click OK.

10
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Working In-Context

Working in-context means editing a component (part or assembly) while in the
context of the assembly. The mode is toggled between Edit Assembly and Edit
Part.

Edit Assembly Mode vs. Edit Part Mode

When an assembly is opened, it opens in the default Edit Assembly mode. To
create or edit a component part in-context, Edit Part is used. You can toggle back

and forth between the modes using Edit Component [

Edit Assembly Edit Part

Tip:  Colors are used to indicate which mode is currently active. See “Why do the
Colors Change?” on page 14 for more information.

Below is a breakdown of some common actions that are typically performed in

each mode:
Edit Assembly Mode Edit Part Mode
Adding new components Creating new sketches
Inserting mates Creating sketch geometry
Moving components Creating bosses or cut features

11
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In-Context Parts and Virtual Parts

In-Context Parts are parts that are created or edited =@ et (ofamit criofouie_Dispiny State-13)
in the context of the assembly. In-context part names o wersacs

. . = LA snnotations
appear in the FeatureManager design tree appended < Fronk Plane
with an arrow (In-Context->). S Top Plane
}x‘ Teight Plane
Virtual Parts are in-context parts that are saved 30 ) s Aoy (Band Dl

within the assembly rather than as separate part files. i % s contm<zs -5 fpefouk s coefouis ¢
Parts can be both in-context and virtual. Virtual part ~ * ;%:;::‘-"“’""““"""‘ (Pl
names appear in the FeatureManager design tree in

square brackets [Virtual _Part"Test].

Why use In-Context and Virtual Parts?

Tip:

In-Context parts reference other parts in the assembly and change automatically
when the references change.

Virtual Parts are more flexible because they can be renamed, deleted or saved as
external (part) files at any time.

If there are no references, do not create the part in-context.

Setup for Using Edit Part

12

13

14

There are settings under system options that can be used to determine how
assemblies and virtual parts behave in Edit Part mode.

Virtual part setting.
Click Tools, Options, System Options, Assemblies and clear Save new

components to external files.
Do not click OK yet.

In-context appearance setting.
Click Display/Selection and select Opaque Assembly from the pulldown menu
under Assembly transparency for in context edit.

Do not click OK yet.

In-context part setting.
Click Colors and click Use specified color when editing parts in assemblies.
That color is listed under the Assembly, Edit Part setting.

Click OK.

12
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Creating a New Part

15

Creating a in-context new part
requires a few selections including a
planar face or plane for use as a
sketch plane.

The selected face or plane will
establish the orientation and position
of the Front plane of the new virtual
part. This in turn defines the
orientations of the Top and Right
planes.

New part.

Click Insert, Component, New Part | and select the face of the Brake
Caliper as shown.

13
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Edit Part Mode

Edit Part Mode is the opposite toggle of Edit Assembly Mode and allows the use
of sketch and feature tools within the assembly. It is triggered by adding a new
part component or editing an existing part in the assembly.

Edts oy 9

Why do the Colors Change?

Due to the settings made (“Setup for Using Edit Part” on page 12), the appearance
of all the parts remains opaque. The part being edited will appear in the
Assembly, Edit Part color and all others appear in the Assembly, Non-Edit
Parts color.

Controlling the Display

The display includes the visibility and colors of the components in the assembly.
Controlling the display is the first step in managing the assembly itself, and the
Display Pane is one of the best tools.

Display Pane

The Display Pane is a portion of the FeatureManager design tree o G (@ A
that has visual controls and is usually hidden. The columns show the
current state of Hide/Show, Display Mode, Appearance and
Transparency and allow you to change them. The options are
described below.

m Hide/Show - Toggles between Hide Component and Show
Component.

m Display Mode - Sets the display to Wireframe, Hidden Lines
Visible, Hidden Lines Removed, Shaded With Edges,
Shaded, or Default Display.

m Appearance - Sets the appearance of the component. The lower triangle
represents the part appearance while the upper triangle represents the
component (assembly level) appearance.

m Transparency - Toggles Transparency on and off.

Hide/Show —
Display Mode ——pp
Appearances —p»

Transparency —»

Note: The display pane works independently of the mode.

14
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16 Display pane.
Click Show Display Pane = to expand the
display plane and change the appearance of
components.

Expand the Brake Rotor Assembly folder.
Click the Rotor - Cast Iron component in the
Hide/Show column as shown to hide it.

Using Assemblies
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Click Hide Display Pane '« to close the display pane.
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17 Convert entities. ——
Click Convert Entities [0 and select the face and click « x o
twice.
1alrake Calipar-1
[ Sekect chuin
Tip:  If you see small green icons on the geometry of the sketch, you are seeing sketch

relations. Click View, Sketch Relations to shut off their display.

18 Delete.
Delete three entities to open the end

of the sketch.

Note: There is one large arc and two small ones connected to it. Only one small arc is
shown here.
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19 Convert edge.
Click Show Display Pane = and show the Rotor - Cast Iron component.

Click Convert Entities [@] and select the edge of the Rotor - Cast Iron
component. Click « twice.

20 Sketch fillets. Eketeh Filliel

Click Tools, Sketch Tools, Fillet [, set the Fillet Radius « %
to 2.5mm, and select the first set of geometry by selecting  [sesssse &
the geometry inside of where they would intersect. e

Enlfies loFillel. &

| Fillek Paranwelers &
e

[ pumeresinn nach Filist

Repeat the selections for the similar geometry on the opposite side. Click «*
twice.

17



SolidWorks

Engineering Design and Technology Series

21

22

23

View normal to.

Click View Normal To [4] and
zoom in as shown.

Delete.

Box select from upper left to lower
right as shown to select the three
entities.

Delete the three selected entities.

Drag endpoints.
Drag the endpoint of the vertical line
outside the geometry as shown.

Repeat for the other vertical line and
stop where the endpoints are
horizontal.

Using Assemblies
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24 Tangent Arc.
Click Tools, Sketch Entities,

Tangent Arc [®)] and create the arc
between the two endpoints as
shown.

25 Drag and drop.
Drag the centerpoint of the arc to the
edge of the circular edge. Drop it on
the centerpoint that appears.

26 Previous view.

Click Previous View [%] to go back to previous views and zoom states. Return to
the zoomed isometric view.
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27 Extrude.

Using Assemblies

| ® Ao Fatrune 7 |
Click Extrude [@| and set the Depth to 3mm. Click « . & N &

Frian

-

chatch Flane -

Direckionl - &
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g I
o [poem |2
wj[ ]

Deaft oubvanard

Understanding the Color Coding

The part turns blue when the extrusion is completed. The reason was explained
earlier (“Why do the Colors Change?” on page 14) but until there is a solid body,
it is difficult to notice. This is the Assembly, Edit Part color and it appears in
both the graphics and in the FeatureManager design tree.
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28 New sketch.
Select the face and click Sketch [E].

29 Convert entities.
Select the edge and click Convert

Entities [@ as shown. Click «* .
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30 Offset entities.
Hide the Rotor - Cast Iron component. Click Offset

Entities [3J| and set the Offset Distance to 2mm. Select the
edge, click Reverse and click « .

Repeat the procedure for the opposite side.

31 Convert.
Show the Rotor - Cast Iron
component. Select the edge as shown
and click Convert Entities [@J.

Click «.

Using Assemblies
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32 Drag.
Drag the open endpoints out beyond
the converted edge.

33 Trim.
Click Trim Entities [&],
Power trim [, Click+Drag across
the sections of geometry using the

paths shown to trim away excess
geometry.
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34

Tip:

Sketch fillets.
Add sketch fillets Radius 1mm in
four places as shown.

If corners are trimmed to a single
endpoint, select the endpoint to add
the fillet.

Extrusions In-Context

35

Extrusions can also be created in-context when external
generator is referenced. In this example, the depth of an
extrusion is measured as an offset from an existing face.

Extrude.
Click Extrude [G@] and set the End Condition to Offset

from Surface. Set the Offset Distance to 1.5mm. Click in
Face/Plane field.

Using Assemblies
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36 Select other.

Right-click the face as shown and select Select Other. Click the top selection,
Face@[Brake Rotor Assembly<1>/Rotor - Cast lron<1>].

Sefeck Olher

[l FacesB{Part 1~ Erahetivheel < 1 5]
R [ FcesB{ Pt 1 Erahetihend € 1 5]

[ Focesi{ Brake Caliper <1 2]

[ Focesi{ Brake Caliper <1 2]

L3 ¥

Tip:  The top selection at the cursor is not listed. Why? It is assumed that if you wanted
to select that face you would have selected it directly.

37 Offset distance.
Check the direction and click «* .
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Edit Assembly Mode

Edit Assembly Mode is the opposite toggle of Edit Part Mode and is the default
state of the assembly where you can add components and mates. It is triggered by
exiting the editing of a part in the assembly or opening of an assembly file.

Eciling Aecemby 8 EdtigPart B

Edit assembly.

Click Edit Component [ or the confirmation corner ﬁ& to edit the assembly.

This returns you to edit assembly mode and all the colors return to their original
settings.

Working with Virtual Parts

The virtual part has been stored inside the assembly since it was created. Now that
it nearly complete, we will save it externally and make it a real part.

Renaming a Virtual Part

2

Tip:

Rename.
Right-click the [Part1”~Brake&Wheel] component and select Rename Part.

Type the name Brake Pad.

Although the part has been renamed, it remains a virtual part.
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Saving a Virtual Part as an External Part

Using Assemblies

The virtual part requires a location on disk to store the new *.sldprt file.

3 Save as external file.
Right-click the part and select
Save Part (in External File). The
file Brake Pad.sldprt is added
to the assembly folder.

Click Same As Assembly and
OK.

Tip:

Save As f£|
Sebach orm or e palle belorsr and specily U kocslion wing bullons
File Hame E3 Path
Rk o | e TemplFraketikhes]
[ sameasassembly | | specfepath | [ tntemal To assembiy |
Lo | [come |

The part name appears without the square brackets.

Adding Component Instances and Mating

Components can be added to the assembly in several ways. If there is already an
instance of that component in the assembly, additional instances can be added

using control+drag and drop.

4 Copy an instance.
Click and Control+drag the Brake Pad<1> component. Drop the component
outside the Brake Caliper as shown.

Adding Component Instances and Mating
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5 Hide component.
Click the Rotor - Cast Iron component and click Hide Components [&/.

6 First mate.
Press Shift+Up Arrow key. Click Insert, Mate (S| and select the faces as shown.

Click Coincident (£ and Anti-Aligned [ . Click « .
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7 Second mate.
Press the Down Arrow key. Select the faces as shown, click Coincident £ and
click = .

8 Third mate.
Hide the Brake Caliper
component. Select the faces as

shown, click Coincident [£ and click
',

Show the Brake Caliper component.
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Viewing the Mates of a Component

The mates used to constrain a component can be listed and viewed using View
Mates. It is a useful tool in understanding how components are used in the
assembly.

Note: The arrow symbol + indicates a path to ground. Mates marked like this are the
ones that hold the component in place.

9 View mates.
Click the Brake Pad<2> and View Mates [&-.

Brake Pad-2

A A EEINGE
A:,*, l:ll'mﬂ m‘il m&l.},ﬁh F‘HCE
A,*, Coirident1 3 (Braka Pad<1 = Brake Pad<Z)

Click the “x™ to close the dialog.
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In-Context Part Editing
Any component part can be edited in the assembly whether it was created in the
context of the assembly or not. Toggling back to edit part mode uses the same
command; Edit Part.
10 Edit part.
Click Brake Pad<1> and Edit Part [
11 New sketch.

Click the face and click Insert Sketch [E]. A new sketch has been created on the
face.

12 Convert edge.
Click the circular edge and click

Convert Entities [@). Click + .
Exit the sketch.
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Opening a Part from an Assembly
In this example, we will create a slot is to match up with the
hole in the Brake Pad component. The slot will be
constructed from an existing hole and makes for easier fit
up.

1 Open Brake Pad.
Click on the Brake Pad<2> in the FeatureManager design tree and select Open

&l

2 Edit a sketch.
Right-click on Sketch3-> in the FeatureManager
design tree and select Edit Sketch ..

3 Construction.
Click the circle and click for construction to make it dashed.

4  Slot.

Click Tools, Sketch Entities, Centerpoint Straight Slot [@- and place the
cursor at the center of the circle. Drag the cursor horizontally and click to create

the centerline. Drag vertically and click to create the height. Click « .
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5 Relations.
Click the circle and a horizontal line

of the slot. Add a Tangent [&~/
relation.

6 Dimension and cut.
Add a 2mm dimension as shown to fully define the
sketch. Create a cut using a Through All end
condition.

Multi-body Materials

In order to have different materials in the same part there must be multiple solid
bodies (multi-bodies) within that part.

This part is currently made up of three features; two bosses and one cut feature.
They are listed in their order of creation. There is just one solid body because by
default new boss features are merged to the current body. The part will be edited
to create multi-bodies.

SN

Boss-Extrudel-> Boss-Extrude2-> Cut-Extrudel->
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Reordering Features

Features can be reordered in the Feature Manager design tree using drag and drop.
The rule to remember is that you cannot reorder a child feature before the parent
feature. So how can you determine the parent/child relationships?

Parent/Child Relationships

The Parent/Child tool is used to determine the parents and children of any
feature. In this case it will be used to determine the limits of where a feature can
be reordered.

7 Parent/child.
Right-click the Cut-Extrudel feature — ——
and select Parent/Child. The dialog tells = [@ Crtaoder -> ) cut-Litrude ->
you that the Boss-Extrudel and i %ﬁi‘f*m
Sketch4 features are the parents of the '
selected feature. This also means that the
Boss-Extrude?2 feature is not. This |
means that the child can be moved to a
position between the boss features. Click Close.

Note: The Sketch4 feature is embedded in the Cut-Extrudel feature.

8 Reorder.
Drag the Cut-Extrudel feature and drop it on the Boss-Extrudel feature.
This places it between the boss features.

I Parent/Child Relationships

5 Urake Pad (DefaoteDefookts © T8 Urake Pad (DefootscDefoois © T8 Urabe Ped (Defata<Defaits ©

| 58] Sengors | 58] Sengors | 58] Sengors
= |A] Annotstions = | A] Annotstions = | A] Annotstions
§= matrral cnor speckisd > §= marensl anot speckied= §= marensl anot speckied=
‘& Frownir Planis ?,\‘{ Froct Plans ?,\‘{ Front Flane
o Top Plare iy Top Plare iy Top Plare
¥ Right Plane o Right Plane o Right Plane
Ly crign Ly crign Ly crign
# [ BossExtruded - « & # [T Boss Extrude -
o) [l Buss-Extrudsz - [l Foss Fxtruded > "
o [la] Cut-Estouded - - (G ST i [ Boss Bxtrudez -
9 Folder. 8 Urake Pad (Defalts Defaots €
Right-click the first feature Boss-Extrudel, {8 sensors
. = | A] Annotstions
Control+click the second feature Cut-Extrudel and §= Material <nok spechied
select Add to New Folder. Name the folder Backing. & Frone one
<5t Top Mane
¥ Right Plane
Ls crign
=-L_] Backing
v [ Boss-Extrudsl -»
i ) Ct-Extriael -

[ gd B Enkrugded <=
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10 Edit feature.

Tip:

Click Boss-Extrude?2 and Edit Feature [ . Clear Merge result and click « .
There are now two solid bodies named Cut-Extrudel and Boss-Extrude?2.
Rename them to Plate and Pad as shown.

8 Urake Pad (DefactscDefoots © T8 Urake Pad (Defsut<<Defauts i
| 58] Sengors | 58] Sengors

= | A] Annotations = | A] Annotations
= (8] sokd Bodes(z) = (i) sebd oduz)
D) cr-toruen D wate
D) vess-Lotrudez Dred
4= matensl anot speckieds §= marensl <not speciied
e Front Plane i Front Flane
o Top Plare i Top Hane
%5 right Plane Gt Fght Mane
Ly crign L. ooan
i [ Backing & ] tading
ixi ) Boss Extrudde? -3 = [§) poss-Otrudes -

The default names were taken from the last feature that was applied to the body.

Materials

11

12

Note:

Materials can be added to the entire part or to selected solid bodies within the part.
In this case we will take advantage of the multi-body format to assign different
materials to each body.

Material for the Plate.

Right-click the body Plate and select Material, Edit
Material. Under Steel, select 1023 Carbon Steel Sheet
(SS). Click Apply and Close.

Material for the pad body.

Right-click the body Boss-Extrude?2 and select
Material. Under Other Non-metals, select Ceramic
Porelain. Click Apply and Close.

Custom materials and custom material libraries can be
created.
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13 Open assembly.
Press Control+Tab and move the cursor to the assembly.

This message appears:
Models contained within the assembly have changed. Would you
like to rebuild the assembly now? Click Yes.

14 Edit assembly.

Click Edit Component [%. Hide the Brake Caliper
and Rotor - Cast Iron components.

15 Display state.
Select the original Display State Default_Display State-1 to have all the
components visible.
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Pack and Go

Pack and Go is utility that can be used to copy all files used by the assembly into
a new folder or zip file, consolidating the file set into one location.

New
Folder

Work Flow

The work flow using Pack and Go creates multiple backups, using the last backup
to start the next work session.

Creating a Zip File

Creating a zip file is a good way to consolidate the files and generate a backup in
one step. The zip file can be used to start the next session and then be stored away.
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1

2

Pack and go.
Click File, Pack and Go and click Save to Zip file. Using Browse, set the
location to a temporary folder, name the file Backup_1.zip and click Save.

.
B Pack and 6o LE i
Srdnrt fles in he savved ha e specified Pack and Gofoldes. Bole: inchecked fles most be
rvede swalsbie b0 pucces il rerdar e modal
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Erchiade sieaalstioe senids Inchude defrud denal: sappesnarees and anenes Flak vieser
7 |name In Falder save To Name Sird Type B
| PR Drakeibeel SLOASH LA TempiF SALY UrakedWhesl SLOASM 1237 | Soldwiarks Assemby
Fl %L"ﬂ* Clpad LOPAT CATempAFSAL, Urake Cahper. SLOPRT 2077 | SolidWorks Fart Do
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Unzip.

At the start of the next session, unzip the file to a new folder and begin working.
More files may be added from external drives or different folders.

Repeat the process.
At the start of the next session, unzip to a new folder and begin working. Repeat
the process each time to keep all the files together.

Adding to File Names

Note:

If you want to rename the files with each new backup, the Add prefix and Add
suffix options can be used.

For example, the file name Brake Caliper could become Brake Caliper_2
or 2-Hub Assembly with a suffix or prefix added.

Using a prefix or suffix changes the name. It is not the same as using the
SolidWorks Data Management product.
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4 Appending the names.

Using Assemblies

Use the same settings as in the previous step 1 but click Add suffix and type _1

in the box. Click Save.

% Pack and Go 7=
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Tip:

Virtual parts that have not been saved as external files will appear greyed in the

list with <internal to assembly> as the folder. They are stored within the

assembly that was active when they were created.

5 Save and close all files.

Pack and Go
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Lesson 3
Creating a Weldment

When you complete this lesson, you will be able to:

Creating weldment parts;
Using 3D sketches;

Working with sub-assemblies;
Creating custom profiles;
Adding structural members;
Trimming structural members;
Editing structural members.
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Creating Weldment Parts

The Frame will be built as a in-context Weldment using references from
existing assemblies. The weldment process includes creating sketches, adding
structural members and trimming the structural members.

Planes and Sketches

Planes and sketches, both 2D and 3D, are
used to define the locations of the SN e
structural members in the weldment. VAR

Structural Members

The structural members, square and
round tubes in this example, are added to
the lines and arcs of the sketches. After
they are added they are trimmed to fit.
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Weldments

A Weldment is a multi-body part composed of structural members. The
centerlines of the structural members are sketched and profiles are selected from a
library and are applied to the sketches.

Tip: Most of the work to create a weldment is invested in the creation of the weldment
sketches.

Creating a Weldment

Creating a typical weldment involves several
steps to create and trim the weldment
members.

For example, this weldment is made up of
five structural members; two of the longer
length and three of the shorter length.

The following chart defines the basic steps in
creating a weldment part.

Create a new sketch that
defines the centerlines of L
the weldment profiles. '
Sketch The sketch can be a 2D or
3D sketch.
Close the sketch.
Click Structural : -
Create lg\;/leeor:]nlz;rry |’ and select _ i’fﬁﬂ
Structural e e
Members Splect a profile from the o ___f;ﬁ‘-*d
library for use with the e i
geometry. v [
Click Trim/Extend [&
and trim or extend the
Trim and length of structural
Extend members to planes or
Structural other structural members.
Members
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Some Important Points about Weldments
Here are some important points to remember about weldments:

m  Weldment parts are multi-body parts. Each structural member is an individual
solid body.

m The profiles used are selected from a library. You must create your own
profiles and library folders if the standard profiles are not what you need.

m  Weldments can make use of symmetry. Structural members can be patterned
using Mirror with the Bodies to Pattern option.

m A Cut-List folder is created to store information about the structural
members and their lengths of the structural members. They can also be sorted
by equal lengths.

m A Weldment Cut List table can be generated in a drawing of the weldment.

m The drawing can also have balloons like a BOM.

Some Details About Weldment Sketches

Weldment sketches are used to define the centerlines of beams used in the
weldment. Continuous beams should be created using single pieces of geometry.
If they are not, smaller separate pieces will be created.

Sketches used for weldments may be different than sketches used for other
features. For example, the sketch shown here would not be useful for a boss
extrude or revolve.

Single Line Multiple Lines
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1 Open Frame&Suspension.
Click File, Open and select the assembly Frame&Suspension from the
Lesson 3\Frame&Suspension folder.

F
<

'.-'- ﬂf,-‘ M"‘u -
G“J-"t 4 ~ e
2 Show sketches. 1
Open any instance of the A-Arm Spherical Ball

component. !
Right-click Sketch1 and select Show.

Return to the assembly.

Note: The A-Arm Spherical Ball components can be rotated for a better view of the
sketch.
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Using Different Planes and Sketches

In the process of adding a new part in-context, planar face or plane must be
selected. This plane is used as a sketch plane and a new sketch is opened. In fact,
several things happen at once when the plane is selected:

A new in-context part is created.

The new part is being edited.

A new sketch is created on the selected plane.

The new sketch is open.

The selected plane becomes the Front plane of the new part.

The new sketch may not be sketch you want. Although it is a requirement to select
something, you do not have to use the sketch. You can just exit the sketch and
create the plane or sketch that you need.

3 New part.
Click Insert, Component, New Part and select the plane Ground. A new
sketch, in the new part, is automatically started on the selected plane. See
“Creating a New Part” on page 13 for more information.

Note: The Ground plane is selected, but in theory any plane or planar face could have
been selected because none of the existing planes or planar faces is sufficient.

4  Exit sketch.

Right-click in the graphics area and select Exit Sketch [E to leave the current
sketch. You are still editing the new part.
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5 Reference plane.
Click Insert, Reference Geometry, Plane [&].

Select the plane Front plane from the active part
[Partl™"Frame&Suspension]<l1> and Parallel.

Select the centerpoint of an arc from a A-Arm Spherical
Ball component of the A-arm - Upper assembly as

shown. Click « and rename the plane Upper_Arm.

[
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D IP'uilI.II#Sheu.hl-tr'nl'um
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6 Lower plane. T e - U <2 frightright D
Using the same procedure as the previous step, create a 8™ fram - Lover <2z (Ll o et

. R m@‘Uwrmﬁmfmlm-Rulh

new plane using the plane Front and a centerpoint of . & i) Tie fud fssenbty<1> et

_ H i P W Serivng Wihewl<15s (Dol ausk Dot
an arc from a A-Arm Spherical Ball component of o ) St Rk St st

the A-arm - Lower assembly. Click < and rename s " # i: acm sehencal st foefe
h | L A i TG B () A-rm Soherical el (Defa
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Using 2D Sketches

A series of 2D sketches will be created to form the
basic shape of the frame.

3D sketches will be used to fill in much of the f [
bracing and support structure after the basic shapes
are complete.

Note: Many of the 2D sketches, like this one, will require the creation of new planes.
7 New sketch.
Right-click the plane Lower_Arm and Sketch [E].
8 Rectangle.
Click Rectangle [B] and sketch as shown.
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9 Reference to existing geometry.
Add dimensions between the centerpoint of the arc and the edge of the rectangle

as shown. Set the values to 35mm and 30mm. Selection of A-Arm Spherical
Ball geometry for the dimensions creates external references to that component.

10 Centering geometry.
Sketch a centerline connecting the midpoint of the line and the origin as shown.

Add a Horizontal [— relation.
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11 Added line and dimension.
Add the line and dimensions 720mm and 430mm as shown.

w

12 Exit sketch.

Right-click in the graphics area and select Exit Sketch [E to leave the current
sketch. Rename the sketch Main.

13 New plane.
Control+drag the plane Lower_Arm downwards. In the Plane dialog set the
offset to 115mm. Rename the plane Lower_Frame.
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14

15

16

17

Hide components.
Hide the Steering Wheel and Steering Rack and Shaft Assembly
assemblies.

New sketch.
Create a new sketch on the plane Lower_Frame. Sketch the lines and a
centerline connecting the midpoints of both lines as shown.

Symmetry. L]

Add a Horizontal =/ relation to the centerline. The two angled L

lines are now symmetric to each other. | =
L
¥

Relation to inactive sketch.
Select the centerline of the current sketch, control+select the

centerline of the inactive sketch and add a Collinear [
relation.
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18 Complete sketch.
Add the dimensions as shown. Exit the sketch. Rename the sketch

Lower_Frame _sketch.
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Renaming and Opening a Virtual Part

It is easier to work on the part outside the assembly provided that the assembly
geometry is not being referenced. The part can be opened even though it is a

virtual part.

1 Rename the virtual part.
Right-click the virtual part Partl~"Frame&Suspension in the

FeatureManager design tree and select Rename Part. Type Frame.

2 Open the virtual part.
Right-click the virtual part Frame”~Frame&Suspension and select Open

Part & .
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Why is the View Orientation Different?

When a new part is created in-context, the initial plane or planar face selected
defines the position and orientation of the Front plane of the new part. This may
cause the new part to an unexpected orientation, different than that of the
assembly. Saving a view state is a great solution.

3 Orientation.
Click View, Modify, Rotate [&] and rotate the view orientation so that it looks
similar to that of the assembly.

4 Save aview state.
In order to save the view orientation and zoom, save
a view state. Press the Spacebar and click the New

View % icon on the Orientation dialog.
Type the name 1SO and click OK.

The view name 1SO will be added to the list and can recalled by double-clicking.
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5 Plane.

Note:

Tip:

Create a new plane using Right and Parallel for the First Reference and the
endpoint of the Main sketch as the Second Reference. Rename the plane
Bulkheadl.

Sketch geometry.
Create a new sketch on the plane Bulkheadl. Add lines to the existing
endpoints of the Main sketch. Select the centerline, control+select the endpoints

and add a Symmetric [ relation.

~ W
Endpoints or geometry can be selected for the addition of a symmetry relation.

Dimensions and fillets.
Add the three linear dimensions (440mm,
215mm and 420mm) as shown.

Click Sketch Fillet [T and set the Fillet
Radius to 100mm. Select four corners as

T
¥
shown. Click .
J 3
|
L

If this message appears: At least one
segment being filleted has a midpoint
or equal length relation. Geometry
may have to move to satisfy this
relation when the fillet is created. Do
you want to continue? Click Yes.

Close the sketch and rename it to
Bulkheadl Sketch.
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Additional Planes and 2D Sketches

A series of small 2D planes and sketches are needed to define the shape of the
frame.

Bulkhead3_ sketch — Seat_Angle sketch
— :J_.—’ _\‘/_ g

ZEnginez_sketch

Enginel_sketch

__I'.

Bulkhead2_sketch /

Through_Point_Sketch

8 Bulkhead2 and Bulkhead3 planes and sketches.
Create planes parallel to Right through the endpoints in the Main sketch and
create the following sketches.

<]

Bulkhead2_sketch Bulkhead3_sketch
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9 Seat position and angle.
Create a new plane using Right and Parallel for the First Reference and the
endpoint of the Main sketch as the Second Reference. Rename to
Seat_Position.

Using Seat_Position and the sketch line as shown, create a new plane. Click
Angle and use 10 degrees. Rename it to Seat_Angle.

Create the sketch and rename it to Seat_Angle_sketch.

Tip:  Add the 200mm sketch fillets before the 90mm and 500mm dimensions.
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Sketching with Pierce Relations
So far, we have connected geometry to endpoints and midpoints. But what if the

structural members are connected to an arc or elbow shape? This method utilizes a
lesser known relation called Pierce. The pierce relation positions an endpoint
where the sketch plane intersects (pieces) the selected geometry.

Note: Sometimes it is necessary to create a bracing member in order to create bulkheads
and other sketches. In this case the position of the bracing member is required to

sketch the position of a bulkhead.

10 Edit sketch. %
Edit the sketch Bulkheadl Sketch. Click Point [#]

and add a point near the arc. Add a Midpoint relation
between the point and the arc as shown.

11 Plane through point.
Create a new plane using Front and Parallel for the First Reference and the
point as the Second Reference. Rename to Through_Point.
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12 Pierce.
Create a new sketch on the Through_Point plane. Sketch a line from the point
towards the arc as shown. Select the endpoint and the arc and add a Pierce [
relation. Rename to Through_Point_Sketch.

.

o

13 Planes.
Create a new plane offset 550mm from the Seat_Position plane. Rename to
Enginel. Offset 300mm from the Enginel to create Engine2.
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14 Converting a single sketch entity.
Create a new sketch on the Enginel plane. Click Convert Entities [ and select
the centerline in the Seat_Angle_sketch as shown. Click = and # . Click the

line and select Construction Geometry 2. Add the lines to the centerline as
shown.

15 Mirror in the sketch.

[ Miror 2]
Click Tools, Sketch Tools, Mirror [f] and select the three  « % =

sketched lines. Right-click and select the centerline and [Eiasaps P

H Sedect enbbes to miror and & sketch
click « . e o ke el wdge 1o e
4
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16 Collinear with a plane.
Add a Collinear || relation between the
Through_Point plane and the top line and
add the dimensions as shown. EXxit the sketch
and rename it Enginel_sketch.

17 Converting an entire sketch. EIGdl e | wm,
Clreate a new sketch on the Engine2 _ . > |
plane. e
Click Convert Entities [ and select | Eutities o Convert 2|
the sketch Enginel_sketch using e
the flyout FeatureManager design tree
as shown. Click .

Close the sketch and rename it L] Select chan

Engine2_sketch.

Weldments
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Adding Bracing to the Frame

Bracing is added between the existing sketches using more sketches. The best
practice is to use the type that is most suitable in the situation, 2D or 3D. For more
information regarding 3D sketches, see “Using 3D Sketches” on page 61.

Tip:  All of the previous sketches could have been created as 3D sketches.

18 Sketch.
Create a new sketch on the Through_Point plane. Add the two centerlines,
three lines and two dimensions as shown. Rename to Engine_Mount.
Exit the sketch in an under defined state.

Note: This sketch is another example of a valid weldment sketch that would be
unsuitable for a standard extrusion. For more information, see “Some Details
About Weldment Sketches” on page 43.
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Using 3D Sketches

3D sketches are very useful in creating sketch geometry that does not lie on an
existing or easily definable plane. Bracing lines that cross through 3D space
between existing endpoints are best created using 3D sketches.

Sketching in the X, Y and Z Directions

The Space Handles that appear in a 3D sketch when creating lines can be used to
sketch along the X, Y and Z directions. The direction is shown at the cursor.

AE1AT T
- -
" ",
i‘i-;‘mh ~
o
.r"-’ =

o

Note: The space handles can be ignored to sketch between endpoints in 3D space.

How do you know if you are in a 3D sketch?

Look at the Status Bar near the bottom right corner of the window. It will say
Editing 3DSketch1 for a 3D sketch or Editing Sketch6 for a 2D sketch.

19 3D sketch.

Click Insert, 3D Sketch [£] and add a line. Start the line at the lower endpoint and
end it on the angled line as shown. A Coincident relation is added in the process.
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3D Sketch Dimensions

Note:

Creating a Weldment

The Tab key can be pressed while creating a dimension to switch between the true
distance (absolute) and distances along the X, Y and Z axes.

Select the line and place the dimension... (Absolute)

A

Select the line and...

press Tab once (Along
X)

press Tab twice
(Along Y)

press Tab three times
(Along 2)

Once created, you can use Edit Sketch & to edit either a 2D or 3D sketch.

Using 3D Sketches
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20 Dimension.
Add an absolute dimension of 350mm that defines the true length of the line.
Exit the sketch.

21 Assembly.
Press Ctrl+Tab and click the assembly. At the message: Models contained
within the assembly have changed. Would you like to rebuild the
assembly now? Click Yes.

22 Edit assembly.
Edit the assembly by right-clicking in the graphics area and selecting Edit
Assembly: FrameSuspension.

23 Save.
Save the assembly and click Save All. At the message: This assembly
contains unsaved virtual components which must be saved click
Save internally (inside the assembly) click OK.

24 Show display state.
There are many components that have been hidden. They will be shown now.
Click the ConfigurationManager tab [i&] in the FeatureManager design tree and
double-click the display state Full_Display State-1. Click the FeatureManager
design tree tab [%].

25 Hide planes.
If there are planes visible, click View, Planes to turn of the display.
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Placing a Component Using Sketch Geometry

The geometry of the frame, an in-context
virtual part, can be used to create mates as
well as place and orient components.

26 Insert component and mate.

Click Insert, Component, Existing Part/Assembly [*# and select the ENGINE
part from the Lesson 3 folder.

Mate the Right plane of the ENGINE and the Centerline plane of the
assembly using a Coincident mate.

Note: Use the Aligned and Anti-Aligned options to get the mate alignment as shown.
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27 Concentric mate.
Select the cylindrical face of the engine and the sketch line as shown. Add a
Concentric mate between them.

28 Rotate.
Rotate the under defined component as shown.
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Making Changes

With the addition of the ENGINE, we can see that it appears to be too close to the
Enginel_sketch (inside right box). One solution may be to pull the attachment
point back by shortening the length of a line in the Engine_Mount sketch
(inside left box).

29 Change dimension value.
Return to the part by pressing Ctrl+Tab and clicking the part.

Double-click the Engine_Mount sketch in the FeatureManager design tree and
change the dimension to 50mm as shown. Click Rebuild 8 .

7
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30 Return to the assembly.
Press Ctrl+Tab and click the assembly. With the change in the sketch geometry,
the engine has been pulled back to a better position within the frame as shown.

Working With Sub-Assemblies

Large assemblies often have multiple sub-assemblies B R Fromesduspension (RIDE <Fui
within them. This is good practice and helps make the | j;"::“
assembly easier to work with, shortening the & Ground
FeatureManager design tree and breaking the components S Contietine
- - <3 Front dxls
into logical groups. I, crign

. . . Gy wdes
This section will show how to open a sub-assembly from 5 oo Al

a O Ponne dueke

the main assembly and set Component Properties.

5 @ﬁ B = Uppper <25 (righl <]
O e - Lovrer <2 (LelL 54
U W Unsering Mass Assessbly -
i Tl ) e mod ngsesbly 1

i Tl Steenng wheelal  {Defd
5 iy Stesnng Rack srd Shaft o,
i s W (- A-arm Spherical Bal <1

Opening a Sub-assembly from the Assembly
Sub-assembly components can be opened directly from the assembly
FeaureManager design tree like part components.

Tip:  Right-clicking a component part in the sub-assembly and trying to open it will
open the part only.

31 Open sub-assembly.
Right-click the sub-assembly Rear Axle Assembly from the FeatureManager

design tree and select Open assembly & .
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Rigid vs. Flexible Sub-Assemblies

All sub-assemblies have the option of being solved as Rigid or Flexible. The
Component Properties dialog is used to toggle between them.

Rigid
Rigid = treats the entire sub-assembly as a single rigid component when used as a
sub-assembly. Rigid is the default condition for all sub-assemblies.

Flexible

Flexible s allows the components that can move or rotate in the assembly to
move or rotate when used as a sub-assembly.

1 Testcomponent.
The assembly is designed so that the
Sprocket is free to move along the <L Rear
axis CL Rear Axle. Moveitasmall
amount to test it.

Close the sub-assembly without and
return to the main assembly.
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2 Warning.
To line up the Sprocket with the engine output, select the faces indicated and try
to add a Coincident mate. A warning saying that the coincident mate cannot be

added will appear. Click # .

Why Does the Warning Appear?

The sub-assembly is solved as the default rigid condition which does not allow
components in the sub-assembly to move independently.

3 Component properties.
Right-click the Rear Axle
Assembly and select Component
Properties [EF|. Under Solve as,
click Flexible and OK.

Using the same procedure as in

step 2, add the Coincident mate. ﬁjb
B

@]
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Bracing Sketches

There are several more planes and sketches required to complete the frame
geometry.

4  Open part.
Open the virtual part frame.

5 Pierce relation sketches.

Create a new plane through endpoint indicated and Parallel to Front plane. Use
the plane to create two new sketches.

In the each sketch, use one Coincident and one Pierce relation.

Note: The pierce relation in the first sketch uses an arc, the second uses a line.
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Remaining Sketches

The remaining sketches are all 3D sketches and will be presented with a brief
description and an image as shown below.

Two lines and
Coincident relations.

Two lines,
Coincident and
Midpoint relations.

One line and
Coincident relations.
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Four lines and
Coincident relations.

Why is the Bracing One Sided?
The resulting structural members will be mirrored across a plane to create the

bracing on the opposite side. For more information, see “Mirroring Structural

Members” on page 86.
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Weldment Structural Members

Weldments use standard profile shapes that are applied s~
to sketch geometry to create structural members. Each \

structural member is a separate sold body in the multi- -
body part.

Weldments also track the quantities and lengths of the
structural members using a weldment cut-list.

A Quick Look at the Standard Profiles

The weldment profiles are divided into two Standard folders: ansi inch and
iso. Profiles must be library features and be present in the folders to be used. The
standard profiles use these shapes:

rectangular
angle iron ¢ channel pipe or square
tube

s section or
sb beam

Weldment Cut List
The Weldment Cut List tracks the structural member types and lengths.

= B cux tte) = B ot hett) TEM NC. FIE LENGIH
T structursl memiberi[1] = [ Cu-List-Ttemaiz) 1 = 175
D) ructursl thember 2] [ structursl memberi[1] 9 e
D) ructursl thember1[ 3] [ structursl mermberi[3] - 5 T
D) srctursd membert[4] = [ cur-tist-tremsiz) = =
D) sructursl thember1[5] [T structursd tenbesi[2]
1D sructursl thember 1] [ structursd terbesi[4]
§= matensl anot speckied= = [ cur-List-Tremis2)
51 Front Hane (] structursl tenbes1[5]
i Top Fare |D “Eructural Member 1]
5 maght Plsne §= Material cnnt speciied =
I... D l'\‘>'< Front Plane
[ wesdmert e Top Plane
B shateh e Raght Pane
@ g structursl Mesber s crign
[ weddmere
F=* sherch

- ﬁ‘%hlrn!dhh-rd'ﬂl
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Creating Custom Profiles

We need two profiles: a round (pipe) tube and a square
tube each with an outside measurement of 25.4mm.

This size is different than the standard sizes, so they ol il
will need to be created and placed in the proper
folders Found Tubez Gossre Tubes

Note: The weldment profiles are set to specific folders by the option Tools, Options,
File Locations and Weldment Profiles.

1 Open anew part.
Open a new part with mm units.

2 Sketch.
Create a new sketch on the Front plane and sketch a 25.4mm circle and
dimension as shown.

Add an offset of 2.4mm as shown and exit the sketch.

| 25,400

|

S~

— 2,400
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3

Note:

Save as library feature.
Select the sketch Sketchl. Click File, Save As.

Type the file name 25.4mm Dia, select the Save as type Lib Feat Part
(*.sldIfp) and click Save.

For Save in, navigate to the default weldment library folder located in the
<Install Directory>\Program Files\SolidWorks Corp
\SolidWorks\data\weldment profiles folder.

If you receive a message that you are not allowed to save in that folder, try Saving
the file in a local folder and moving the file to that folder.

Save As mm
N Soven i | () weekdmenl polies - O X E-
.z;
) inch
by Recert _|.-m
Drocumnents =
€
Diadkbop
a0
iy Decauments
“\-ﬁ.
L Ferme o e v [soe J-]
Faveniibes
Sanve 88 e | Lib Feat Pal " cdip) s
% Discriplion:
My Ndvfuk [ ] 5 ave a1 copy Fiefesences.,,

Library Feature Folders and Icons

The library feature is a different file type and uses
different icons for the top level component and the
sketch.

Close library feature.
Close the library feature part.

25 Anm D (Dafsuk < Defalts D
m || References
= || Damensions
] Serors
= LA snnotatons
$= material <nct spechied=
5 Front Plane
i Top Hane
i Right Flare
L. orign
St
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5

Note:

Create new Folders.
Adding the weldment profile to the weldment profiles folder is not enough to
make use of it.

Create a new folder FSAE in the

<Install Directory>\Program Files\SolidWorks Corp
\SolidWorks\data\weldment profiles folder. Open that folder and create
two folders named Square Tubes and Round Tubes.

Move the 25.4mm Dia.SLDLFP file into the Round Tubes folder.

) CriProgeam Fles] Solidineks Coep) SolldWorksidatalseldment profile<iFSar
Fedders L
= [ weldment profiles -
&l I i imeh |' |
SEm - -
' Rounad Tuhes
) Square Tubes
= (3 Rnoumnd Tuhes Snuare Tubes

Move existing file.
Move the existing 25mm Sides.SLDLFP file into the Square Tubes folder.

The file can be found in the Lesson 3 folder.

Why Do Some Profiles Contain Points?

Profiles formed using lines typically contain points at 25

the corners like this tube. They are useful in moving ! > i
the profile to a position other than the centerline. 1 |

k L._ - — - 25

= 1
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Adding Structural Members

Adding the structural members is the simplest part of the process. Selecting the
existing sketch geometry gives the structural members position and length.

It is helpful to keep all the related features together in the FeatureManager design
tree for future editing. In order to do this, it is best to rollback. See “Using
Folders” on page 84 for more information.

1. Move the rollback bar to a position after the sketch feature that you want to
use for creating structural members.

2. Select the geometry of inactive sketches to define the centerlines of the
structural members.

3. Add only structural members of the same type in the same feature.

1 Rollback. [ wrsicment
In the Frame part, right-click the Bulkhead?2 plane and select g\m:m
- ; rm <
Rollback [* . E=* pain -
Q& Larer Frame
This will place the Structural Member feature just after the K wower rrame sieach
Bulkhead1_Sketch sketch, near the related plane. %m:: e

2 Structural member.

LA

Click Insert, Weldments, Structural Member [&@ and the X =
following options: Message @

Standard FSAE, Type Round Tubes and Size 25.4MmM st e cunrotsie the gotie by a
Dia. et

Sedections £
Select all the lines and arcs as shown and click = . Standard:

Yo
Reournd Tubes wr

Srrtings #
Path segments;

Rename the structural member feature to Structural Member_Bulkheadl.
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Corner Treatments

The Corner Treatments End Miter [iF, End Buttl [ or End Butt2 [IF are used
to determine the trimming of the members meeting at a corner within the same
feature.

All &

Corner treatments are applied to all corners in
the Structural Member dialog and individually

Corner lreatment [% |

Individual corner treatments can be set by
clicking the circular corner markers and setting
the dialog that appears.

DSd. corner speclic weld gaps
w5 e

Trim Crdir: =
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3 Rollback. [ ek
Drag the rollback bar to a position after the g et
Bulkhead?2_sketch. B

Note: The Weldment feature is added to the part automatically. This Ef"sﬁj‘:::: skt
defines the part as a weldment part. i Bubbmadl
E* Bublwad]_Shetch
& (B Rructurd Menberl
AT Bulblwad?
BE* BulwadZ_ckatch

v, Eblmal]
4  Structural member.
Click Insert, Weldments, Structural Member and the
following options:

& Elrwsctural Flesabner

Standard FSAE, Type Square Tubes and Size 25mm

| welections &
Sides. <ranidard:
FoaL LT
Make sure Apply corner treatment and End Miter [i- Trps:
are clicked. In this example, all corner treatments will Jase e =
H H St
remain as end miters. e =
Select all the lines of the sketch as shown and click = . ’jjjj__
| Setings ]
Path sagrnents:
Ll @Eukheadl_kstch -

treRRbthead? _sherch
L aikhesd?_shetdh
L@ Euklmad _skatch
UreSiRdhead? shech M

[] Aspply reener reatment

FHE[E
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Using Groups

The Group option allows you to select multiple “groups” of edges in the same
dialog. The structural members of each group are automatically trimmed against
each other; for example the members of Groupl are trimmed by the members of
Group?2.

Note: The use of groups may limit the selection of corner treatments.

5 Rollback. B Wkt
Drag the rollback bar to a position after the Main-> sketch. 155 U _furm -5

0 Lower e -
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6 Structural member.
Click Insert, Weldments, Structural Member and the
following options:

Standard FSAE, Type Square Tubes and Size 25mm
Sides.

These selections are added to for Groupl.

7 Group.

Creating a Weldment

« H =

Messay #
Sedack shetch segrierks for

whed i palh, Yiou can robabe e
profie by a specified angle.
Selections #
Sandand;

[paae v]
Tppes:

[sareare Tudes =
=

|25|||||5-.$n- 'v'J
GRORISE

leropt |
Settngs &
Path segmienits:

Lires Liiain

Lirm3Man

Click New Group and select the three remaining edges for Group2.

Click +.

Adding Structural Members
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Using Trim/Extend

The Trim/Extend [ tool is used to a trim the end of a structural member against
a face/plane or one or more other structural members.

It is helpful to keep the related trim/extend features together with the in the
FeatureManager design tree. In order to do this, it is best to rollback first similar to
adding structural members. See “Using Folders” on page 84 for more information.

1. Move the rollback bar to a position after the Structural Member feature
that you want to trim.

2. Add one trim/extend feature for each end of the structural member. In the
simplest cases, the trim/extend feature may include both ends of the structural
member.

Trimming Boundary

Tip:

The trimming boundary can be either a Face/Plane or other Bodies. Options with
other bodies include Simple cut between bodies and Coped cut between
bodies.

Bodies Bodies Face / Plane
Simple cut between Coped cut between

bodies bodies [
- -

The Trim/Extend tool eliminates interferences between solid bodies by shaping
the ends and creating the correct fit. Interferences between solid bodies in the
multibody part can be checked at the assembly level. For more information, see
“Checking Clearances” on page 94.
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8 Trim.

- ® Ty Excberul2

Drag the rollback bar to a position after the Structural ;5

Member_Bulkhead1 feature.

| Curner Type -

Click Trim/Extend (%7 and click End Trim [i.. | EIFEF) _
| Badies to he Trimmed &

Select the Bodies to be Trimmed and Trimming
. St hur al Member 3[8]
Boundary Bodies as shown. I

[ bevw prtrnsian

Click Simple cut between bodies |¥ and « .

|1-—-.m-.r -
(_Face [ Plane

(=) Bnches
. Struchural Member 1[2]
Bodies to
be Trimmed
7] Preview

[ bevw prtrnsian

"

[ e g

Trimming
Boundary

The Bodies to be Trimmed is shortened using the Trimming Boundary body.
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Using Folders

Note:

9

Rollback was used in the previous steps to place the trim/extend feature just after
the structural member being trimmed. This allows us to group a series of related
features into a Folder, effectively reducing the length of the FeatureManager
design tree.

Features can also be dragged and dropped into the folder but they must remain in
the same sequential order.

Add folder.
Shift+select the sequence of features as shown. Right-click and select Add to
New Folder, naming the folder Bulkhead_1 Folder.

p N @[] tulkhesd 1 Folder (] Bulblwesd_t Fkdes
E T Rlbeadz o Bkl
et Mlennibes Bl wad =% Bublwai]_Shetch
i i (R Foruchur sl Henier_Bubiead
sl FR trimiterendl
w, Bubl P rrifarends
If this procedure is used throughout the FeatureManager T Frame~Framensuspansen
design tree it will significantly shorten the length. o [0 ctaions
m B cut ket
3= material enct specheds
5 Front Psne
i Top Hane
i Right Flare
L. orign
I wetdment
i Upper_arm >
P Lower_arm >
] M Folder

|| Bulchasd 1 Folder
|| Culchesd 2 Folder
|| Culchesd 3 Folder
|| et Folder

|| Throusgh Poire. Folder
| Cregne 182 Folder
] Creginee_piount Fokder
|| Lowser Drace Folder
| ¥ Brace ! Folder
| ¥ Brace 2 Folder
| Connection § Folder
|| Rear Braong Folder

BB OB OR R BB BRBRBRBRBRBR
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Map for Structural Member Types and Trim/Extend

The structural member types are either FSAE, Round Tubes, 25.4mm Dia () or
Square Tubes, 25mm Sides | |. Create them and add the trimming and folders

using the map below or the included eDrawings files (below). Use End Trim [ir
and Trimming Boundary Bodies for all features.

U

eDrawings File for Member Types and Trim/Extend

Double-click the eDrawings
file frame.eprt @ or the

1F SalidWarks eDrawings Professional - [frame.epri] CIBE

html file frame.html B o NNIRENEE Sl
ml file frame.html . @ ;
This will open an eDrawing B2 A

or browser that can be QAP IF Lk @I

zoomed, scrolled and
rotated using the same tools
as in SolidWorks.

Use the eDrawing to
visually determine the type
of structural member used
for each sketch and how it
is to be trimmed.

=0 &

2| B b % B

—|EDRAWINGS® ..
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Mirroring Structural Members

Mirror can be used to pattern features, faces or bodies across a plane. In this
example solid bodies will be mirrored to complete the frame.

10 Mirror bodies.
Click Insert, Pattern/mirror, Mirror [@] and click the Top  « x

plane as the Mirror Face/Plane. Click Bodies to Mirror [Mirae Fae/Plame P
and select the bodies shown in blue. Click +* . |10 e

| Features o MError k3
| Faces Lo Marror w

| Bodees bo Mirror &

'uﬁ} [Smuctural Membero(2]
ructirsl Mambess{ 1]
1 [

Sructural MembeE{4] «
Dyivns. ]
] Merge solute
Dhi. urlaces

[] Fropagsts wvisusl
pringen s
Pl prevesw

-.'?.-P-:rl.ld Er e

Note: Mirroring the bodies after trimming eliminates the need to trim the mirrored
bodies.
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Editing

A big advantage of creating geometry in SolidWorks is the editing capability. You

can edit sketches and features to change the design at any time. In this section,
several types of changes will be introduced.

Editing the Corner Treatment

The corner treatments used on some of the earlier structural members may seem
inadequate after all the bracing is added. In this case, an open end makes the
connection with the brace difficult.

11 Zoom in.
Zoom in on the are as shown. This area shows a potential problem where the brace
member connects to an open face of a square tube.

12 Edit structural member feature.
It is not necessary to know the name of the feature. Right-click on a face of any

structural member of the feature and select Edit Feature & .
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13 Corner treatment.
Click the corner marker as shown. In the Corner Treatment dialog, set the Trim

Order to 2 and click « . Repeat the process for the other corner and click + in
the main dialog. This changes the selections to mitered corners.

roep: [2e] 1af2 E]EI

[ et comers specific weld gaps
d =

- Y. - o
Trim Order: | ¥ [—

Note: The potential changes that can be made are limited by how the feature was
created. This feature was created using groups so miters are the only other choice.

Editing the Trimming
With the changes to mitered corners, the trimming can now be changed. In this
case a planar face will be used instead of a body.

14 Edit trim feature.

Right-click the face of the structural member shown and select Edit Feature [& .
Under Trimming Boundary, click Face / Plane and select the face as shown.

Click .
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Editing the Type of Structural Member

The standard, type or size of the structural member can be changed. In this
example, structural members that will have plates attached will be changed to
square profiles.

15 Edit feature.
Right-click the face of the structural member shown and select Edit Feature @&

Click Standard FSAE, Type Square Tubes and Size 25mm Sides. Click + .

Using Locate Profile

In creating all of the structural members so far,
the profiles have been placed directly at the
default center position.

Consider a case where structural members of the
same type and size are stacked on top of one
another. Is it necessary to sketch a centerline
offset by the exact amount?

Locate Profile allows you to place the profile within the sketch using the points
built into the profile. For more information see “Why Do Some Profiles Contain
Points?” on page 76.
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16 Find the parents.
Right-click a face of the structural member as

v Parent/Child Relationzhips =

Paerks Children

shown and select Parent/Child. The Parents - &W = () Sructural Membes.
and Children of the feature are listed. Click 5 k‘_m E:m::
Close. i 157 Planed ¥ trimjEtends|

QR v Framo. TP remietendzs
3

L4 L ¥

e e |

17 Show sketch.
Right-click the Lower_Frame_sketch in the dialog and select Show.

18 New sketch.
Right-click the top face of the structural member and select Sketch [E.
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19

20

Editing

Convert.

Click Convert Entities @ and select the
centerline of the visible sketch.

Drag the endpoints outside the structural
members and exit the sketch.

Add relations to span the full width as
shown.

Close the sketch.

Locate profile.

Click Insert, Weldments, Structural Member and the following options:
Standard FSAE, Type Square Tubes and Size 25mm Sides. Select the line and
click Locate Profile. Click the point at the lower center position on the profile

and click .

91



SolidWorks Creating a Weldment

Engineering Design and Technology Series

21 Measure.
Click Tools, Measure and select the two faces shown.

Seasure - Frame ™ Fr-:llle&ilu:p...E|
TR AEAE R

(B B

The nan selected ems ame paraliel. A
- mormal Distance: 7. Fomem

SR Disbance: 309,07 mm

Dedta X! M| _Z5mm

Deldta v 78 35mm

Deits Z: B S0mm

Toldl area; 2719650 mlinebers™2

Repeat the measurement on the opposite side to ensure that the structural member
is centered.

22 Save.
Save the part and close it. Return to the assembly and click Yes to rebuild the
assembly.

Using Instant 3D

Instant 3D can be used to make dynamic changes to a model by dragging or
directly changing dimensions.

Single-click a dimension to change - !
L o — -

the value. &

;

Drag the dimension handle “® near

the ruler to lock onto whole number F— ::;

ruler values. 580
+I§*ln

238
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23 Change dimensions.
Click Instant 3D = and double-click the feature shown. Right-click the Frame

part and select Edit Part [%. Double-click the feature and drag the handles on the
dimensions to resize them to the values 80mm and 300mm as shown.

Double-click the feature and change the dimensions to resize them to 350mm and
530mm as shown.
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Checking Clearances

What is the minimum clearance between the Sprocket and frame? This
question can be using Clearance Verification [ tool.

24 Edit the Assembly.

Click confirmation corner J&ﬂ P to edit the assembly.

25 Clearance.
Click Tools, Clearance Verification |Zi ..

T Chearance Verificali... 7

Click Selected Items and select the Sprocket and
frame.

Type Omm in Minimum Acceptable Clearance and click
Calculate. The clearance is close to 18mm. Click + .

[ ] component view

Note: A visual check shows that there is no interference between the Sprocket and
frame components, but they can be checked. For more information, see
“Interference Detection” on page 97.
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Fully Defining a Component

26

27

The ENGINE component remains under defined, still able to rotate freely. It
should be fully defined to prevent inadvertent movement.

Open the ENGINE.
Right-click the ENGINE component and select Open Part ¥ .
Ada new plane. T

Click View, Temporary Axes. Add a Parallel plane @ 3
between the selected face and the temporary axis through N
the hole as shown. Fuly died

|F-n=.d'm &

m IFM'L 1=
[E] Parallel

.J__] Perpandicular
|E| Coinsident
.Dl

%
I.-;}J Mid Plans

| Sexonsd Reterene =
E Im: 1%

IJ.l Pependiniar

@ Coincident

é.] [

Filtering the FeatureManager Design Tree

28

Editing

The FeatureManager design tree filter can be used to filter by name. Typing a
name into the filter will result in a list of only the features, sketches, components
or mates that use those characters.

Filter. (= ere i
Return to the assembly. Click in the filter at the top of the = "B rremessuspenson puoeaua
FeatureManager design tree and type engine. T ?‘E_'t:";mm
5y Enginet
5t Frgine2
. . = shetrh
Click “x” to stop the filter. %E:m
= (] Engine_Mounit Folder
=¥ (<) Ergine_Mount
"5 () ENGINE< 1 (Delail<=

Right-click Enginel_sketch and select Show.
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29 Mate.
Add a Coincident mate between the plane and the line in the sketch.
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Interference Detection

Tip:

30

31

Tip:

Editing

Interference Detection is useful in finding interferences or clashes, between
static component parts in the assembly. The results show the interfering volumes
in red.

To check interferences between solid bodies in the same multibody part, select the
multibody part only and click Include multibody part interferences.

Interferences. k| Interference Detec... 7
Click Tools, Interference Detection [G]. ¥ X

By default, the entire assembly is selected for interference | Selecied Compoments &
detection, so right-click in the Selected Components field  Sire 1onsmetteommn

and select Clear Selections. 1. >
Select the ENGINE and frame components and click

Calculate. Arsults &

. B . + [ Ineerfrrence | - 900, 78

A total of four interferences are found combined into two & [F] interference? - 537,518

. . + [ nterference? . 538.0830

symmetrical sets. Click « . & [ inserference - 309, 7585

[tgee ]

[ | Component view

| Uptions &
Dlmutmrndu'uns
e lerence
[ show ignaeed interferences
[ Iﬁmruhnwnhﬁlm
components

D Enchude mulsbody part
e lerences

Mlake nber fering parls
ATt

[ creatr fxsteners folder

Edit sketch.

Click in the filter at the top of the FeatureManager design tree and as before type
engine. Right-click the under defined (-) Engine_Mount and select Edit

Sketch & . Click “x™ to stop the filter.

This is a shortcut that puts you in Edit Part and Edit Sketch mode directly.
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32 Drag.
Drag the open endpoint short of the ENGINE
component.

33 Dimension.
Add a dimension between the edge of the
ENGINE and the endpoint as shown.

34 Edit assembly.

Click Edit Component [ to exit the
sketch and return to edit assembly mode.

Note: The sketch name has changed to Engine_Mount-> denoting that it is fully
defined and contains external references.
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Mounting Plates

The frame is currently placed with reference to
the suspension points, but it is not attached. To
create an actual attachment, mounting tab plates are
required.

Creating a Reusable Sketch

Note:

The mounting tabs used to attach the suspension to the frame are plates that are
rounded on one end. Although all the tabs have a similar shape, the length and
ends may vary. For this reason, creating a sketch that can be easily copied and
modified is a good solution.

New part.
Open a new part with units mm. Create a new sketch on the Front plane.

Geometry and dimensions. B0 B7
Create the geometry and dimensions k {
using these guidelines:

1. Create a centerline from the origin
on a slight angle.

2. Offset the centerline with the bi-
directional option (add dimensions
off) to create the sides.

3. Add atangent arc to close the upper
end.

4. Add a line between endpoints to

close the lower end.

Add a circle.

6. Add dimensions.

o

The centerline is on a slight angle (not horizontal or vertical) and under defined to
make the placement flexible.
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3

4

Drag.

Drag the lower corner endpoint. The
under defined sketch should rotate but
maintain the shape.

Save.
Save the part as TAB_Sketch.

Exit the sketch but do not close the part.

Copy sketch. T TAL Sketch (DefatecDefaits |
Select the Sketch1 feature in the FeatureManager design ] sensoes

. B [A] amnotations
tree and Edit, Copy. 4= Matenal <not speafied>
% Front Alane
l'\">'< Top Mane
o Right Pane
L. or

igin
¢ FEr

Pasting the Sketch

Tip:

After editing the frame part, the sketch will be pasted onto the face of a
structural member.

A common mistake in this situation is to paste the sketch before editing the part.

The sketch can be pasted, but is only useful as an assembly feature. An assembly
feature is a feature that exists only at the assembly level and can only be used to

create a cut.

Edit part.
Return to the assembly, right-click the Frame part and select Edit Part /.
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7 Paste.
Select the face of the structural member as indicated. Click Edit, Paste.

8 Edit sketch.
Right-click an edge of the sketch and select Edit Sketch & .
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9 Temporary axes.
Show the temporary axes by clicking View, Temporary Axes. Select the
centerline and the temporary axis and add a Parallel relation.

10 Concentric.
Select the circular edge and the circle and add a Concentric relation.
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11 Extrude.
Extrude the sketch 3mm as shown.

Note: This part has been marked as a weldment [ wemen: , SO the Merge Result option in
extrude remains cleared.
12

Select the bottom face and create a new sketch. Convert edges from the previous
body to create the sketch and extrude the sketch 3mm as in the previous step.

Repeat for the remaining tabs on the same side and mirror.
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13 Paste sketch.
Show Enginel_sketch. Select the face, click Edit, Paste and edit the sketch.
Add a Concentric relation between the arc and circular edge as shown.

N2

14 Point.
Add a point on the centerline. Add a Coincident relation between the centerline
and the point. Use the point to add a Pierce relation between the point and the
inactive sketch line.
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15 Trim and extrude.
Create the front edge of the structural member
using Convert Entity. Trim the geometry
leaving the centerline and point intact as
shown.

Extrude the sketch 3mm.

16 Plane.
Click Insert, Reference Geometry, Plane, select the faces and click Mid Plane.
Rename the plane Centered.

17 Mirror.
Mirror the body using the in-context plane.
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Weldment Cut Lists
The Cut list folder list of all structural members in the ™ Frame ~FrameiSuspension (e

weldment. o
= |A] Annotabons
= B8 cutbstisn
I structursl Members[1]
I structursl Member (2]
Girutueal Mesmhirs] 3
D) struchral Memher 5[4
D) struchral MemherS[5]
D) struchral Memhers[ 1]
D) struchral Memhers[7]
D) struchral Memhers[3]
D) struchral Memhers[4]

Note: In a non-weldment multi-body part the folder is named Solid Bodies.

18 Updating the folder.

Open the part Frame. T8 Frame ~Frameasuspension (e
Right-click the folder and select Update to group similar 143 sensars
. = |A] Annotabons
structural members in folders. = BR cutlstlsd
= ] Cut-tist-1tem 1)
7]

UF|
B ] Cut-tist-Itemald)
B ] Cut-List-lnemn1)
B ] Cut-list-Itesald)
B ] Cut-List-Itessd)
B ] Cut-List-lnemid 1)
B ] Cut-List-Item )
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Cut List Properties

Creating a Weldment

The Cut-List Properties can be used to view detailed information about the
individual structural members including lengths and angles. Right-click a
Cut-List-lItem folder and select Properties.

Cut-List Properties =1

]
]
]

]

Bt -Lest-{tem]

Cus-List-ltema
Cut-List-11em]
Cus-List-ltemd
Cut-List-1tems
Cus-List-ltemd
Cus-List-11em,
Cus-List-ltemd
Cus-Lt - Tiema

P L bt Theen 10

Cus-Lit-Tiem 11
Cus-Lst-Tem 12
Cus-Lit-Tiem 13
Tl -Ttem 14
Cus-Lt-Ttem 15
Cus-Lt-Tiem 16
Cus-Lit-Tiem 17

Cuit List Smenary | Broper bes Bummary | Cul List Table

BOM quantily:

LENGTH| w [ okt st
1 [lErGTH Tt | LNGTHOEELUtistlten Igtrame | 29220
7 |wwin fext | ANGLIPEELUtistitenIgtrane 2,90
3 |tz [Tet | amaiizpeptutistienigirane 000
& |mariiaL fext | MATLRIAL@GELUtLstitenigirame  Mabtsnal <not speaf
% |Descrobon [fea |
L L

Lox [ coms J[ beo |

For example, Cut-List-1tem1 the following property values and are listed:
LENGTH =232.23

ANGLE1 =26.90

A drawing of the structural member would look like this:

Weldment Cut Lists
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Save as External File

The virtual part can be saved externally, creating a part file outside of the
assembly file.

Note: You cannot create a drawing of the virtual part until it is saved to an external file.
19 Edit the Assembly.
Return to the assembly.

Click confirmation corner ¥, to edit the assembly.

P

20 Save external.
Right-click the virtual part and select Save Part (in External File). Click Same
As Assembly and OK.

Note: The name changes slightly. The braces surrounding the name ([,]) are removed.

21 Save and close all files.
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Lesson 4
Using Molds and Surfaces

When you complete this lesson, you will be able to:

Understand the loft feature;

Describe the bodies created using the mold tools;
Use surfaces to add to the mold tools;

Use symmetry to create additional molds.
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Molds and Surfaces

The Mold Tools commands can be used to create the mold tooling for a part. The
mold tooling is created using a set of surface and solid bodies in the same part.
Like the weldment, it is a multibody part.

1 Open assembly.
Open the assembly Intake Assembly from the Mold folder.

plenum

restrictor

runner

L
intake i
connection 4
boot -

2 Open assembly.
Open the assembly Frame&Suspension
from the
Lesson 3\Frame&Suspension folder.
This is the assembly used in the previous
lesson.

Add the Intake Assembly sub-assembly
to the main assembly. Mate the sub-
assembly using one concentric and two
coincident mates.
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3 Open runner.
Right-click one of the instances of the part runner and select Open Part ¥ .

The runner part

The actual runner part is created in two pieces, a right and a left, that are later
assembled into one. Each piece requires a mold.
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Features in the Part

The model of the runner part is created using three main boss features: the Bell,
the Straight Boot Section and the Center Guide Curve.

The revolve feature named Bell is used to connect the runner
components to the plenum.

The extrude feature named Straight Boot Section is used to
connect the runner components to the intake connection
boot components.

This feature must fit inside the intake connection boot.

The loft feature named Center Guide
Curve smoothly connects the revolve
and extrude features.

For more information about loft features, see “Anatomy of a Loft” on page 113.
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Anatomy of a Loft

The loft feature is used to transition between different profile shapes. In this
example, the starting profile is a slot shape that transitions to a circular shape.

Profiles

Profiles represent the starting, ending and optionally intermediate shapes along
the loft. They are closed contour sketches or curves.

Frul oAy

Guides

A centerline is a guide used to orient the profiles in transition. A guide curve is
used to shape the loft. Guide curves are open contour sketches or curves.

Loft with Guide Loft without Guide
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Creating Mold Tooling

SolidWorks contains a series of mold tools that
can be used to analyze and create mold tooling
starting with the molded part.

If carbon fiber is used, the cavity solid body is
the desired mold. When the carbon fiber is
created, the thickness will be applied to the
inside maintaining the outside dimensions that
fit into the intake connection boot
components.

This example assumes carbon fiber is used.

Surface and Solid Bodies

The mold tool procedure creates multiple bodies, including
sets of both surfaces and solids, in a single part file. For
more information see “Surface and Solid Bodies” on

page 114.

v

b ,m-v

‘ﬁ I Surface Bodies
£

Solid Bodies

Note: A multibody part, like a weldment, is created.

Creating Mold Tooling

= () o pedes(

[T parting Lineaf1)
[ roctng spieaf1]
[ reckng splalz]

= (3] surface Bodes(

= | ] Cavky Durface Bodes(l)
o Parting Line2[ 3]

= |48 Core Surface Bodes(1)
o Parting Linet[2]

= || Parting burface Dodesl)
o urface-knl
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Description of the Bodies

Using Molds and Surfaces

Each of the resulting solid and surface bodies are created for a specific purpose.

They are described below.

AF

.l"\_\_.
B

\\

it
.-"-'.-
o

o

Molded Part Parting Surface
T &
Cavity Solid Cavity Surface

.

Core Solid

Core Surface

Creating Mold Tooling
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Mold Tools

The mold tools are designed for use with plastic injection molding, but they can
be adapted for use with other manufacturing methods. The sequence shown here
is typically used. The result is a multibody part with bodies representing the
molded part, the core, and the cavity.

Scales the molded part to account for
Scale [dil shrinkage in some materials. Not used
in this example.

Draft Analysis [® and Undercut

Analysis [ are used to see if the part
Analysis Tools can be removed from the mold.

Parting Line Analysis [g/ is used to
visualize potential parting lines.

Breaks up model faces by adding

Split Line [=] edges.

Uses model geometry to define the
Parting Lines & parting line edges that define the
parting surface.

Adds surfaces to close holes in some

Shut-off Surfaces & molded parts. Not used in this
example.
Surfaces created from the parting
Parting Surfaces & lines to separate the mold cavity from
the core.

Many surfaces types can be used to
supplement or replace the parting
surface depending on the complexity
of the model.

Surfaces

Creates both the core and cavity solid

Tooling Split & bodies by splitting a solid.

Note: The options scale and shut-off surfaces are not used in this example.
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4 Configuration.
Create a new configuration, Mold, to hold all the mold
features. Make sure that Suppress new features and - -
mates under Advanced Options is checked. The NEW | oriursinnse.
features will be suppressed in the Default configuration.

~ = il Comligparition

[T s in bl oF mskensls
I_ireesnt

| Bill ol Malerials Dplios. %

Advanced Uptions &
[] suppress features

[ s condirar alion spseilic color

5 Draft analysis.
Click View, Display, Draft Analysis [E and select the
Right plane. Set the Draft Angle to 1deg and click « . Analysis Paranwet

Drall Analysis

L

What Does This Mean?

This means that the angle between the Right plane and the
yellow faces is 1deg or less. It is in fact 0deg because they
are perpendicular.

Note: This small undrafted area is not a problem using carbon
fiber, but it would cause problems for other materials.

6 Display off.
Click View, Display, Draft Analysis [&.
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7 Undercut Analysis.
Click View, Display, Undercut Analysis [# and select the

Right plane. Click % . This confirms that the mold should
be created in two pieces.

Urihercal Arsibysis

8 Split line.
Click Insert, Curve, Split Line |&| and click Intersection.
Select Right plane and the faces that intersect that plane.
Click .
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9 Parting line.
Click Insert, Molds, Parting Line &, Select Right plane  « x
and set the Draft Angle to 1deg. ——— =

Click Draft Analysis. Cr

Mald Parameters =
[T_.]lwiﬂme

[4 [ 1moda —

ST

[ e For ComyCanty
g

150k Faces

AL 4= draft transkion

ar spacified anghe

10 Edge selections.
Select the starting edge as shown.

Click Select Next Edge (2 (or type “n”) and then Add
Selected Edge [ (or type “y™).

Continue the selections using the
selection tools.
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Continue selecting edges to complete the loop of selections as shown. Click « .

11 Parting surface.

= Pawrbimng Suerlinae 1
Click Insert, Molds, Parting Surface [% and select @ M

Perpendicular to pull. Set the Distance to 30mm and click  [nuurarameters =

Knit all surfaces. Click Sharp [ and click « . AT
(2 roormal by purface

G Perpendiuitar bo pull

Parting Line: &
B IPHn;thI
Parting sarface &
[T_.J 30,00 =
[

Smnnthing:

& =

TRight Pi

ot

Oppivas #
[Flkrt o curfaces
[ Stecnw puervierer

[P e od Curvalure: 13541

Note: The parting surface is not always large enough to be able to split the mold.
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Using Surfaces

Surfaces often must be used to fill in or complete the surface geometry started by
parting and shut-off surfaces. Here is a partial list of surface tools found in the
Insert, Surface menu.

Extruded Planar Ruled ¥/
Revolved Knit Filled &
Swept [E Extend Offset [y
Lofted Trim

12 Extend edges.

Click Insert, Surface, Extend [@], select three edges as
shown. Click Distance, set the value to 30mm and click Edges/Toces to Exlend A

- o
Repeat the process for five edges on the opposite end.

Ened Curndliven ]

() Destance
) Up b it
) Uip b seface

d': [30.000m l -

Erlension Type -]

E}Sauu sl &
i Linear

=== Buar Loge-Exbend 1
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13 Planes.

Create planes offset 170mm from the Front and 60mm from the Top as shown.

-)—E—

14 Trim.

Click Insert, Surface, Trim || and select Standard. Select
the Plane3, Keep selections and select inside the plane.

Click = . Repeat the process for the opposite end.

Creating Mold Tooling

= Buarboce-Triml

« M

Trien Type &

{5} Shandand

Trritm book:

(E) ke selactiors
I Rarme seleckions

Ly [sufsce-BtendsTien

Lurface bplt Uptions E

[WE-
() rastural
) Linwear
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15 Sketches.

Right-click the parting surface and select Sketch [EZ. Using converted entities and
lines, create the two sketches as shown. Exit both sketches.

16 Planar surfaces. T
Click Insert, Surface, Planar |@| and select a sketch. Press  « u =

Return to repeat the command and repeat the procedure for  [guumding Emtities P
the other planar surface.
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17 Knit surface.

1 Suerloce-Enil 1

Click Insert, Surface, Knit Surface || and select the three  «
surfaces. Click Merge entities and click «* .

[#] Mere pntities

18 Drag and drop.

Drag and drop the Surface-Knitl body into the Parting Surface Bodies
folder as shown.

Q runnar {Mold<Display SEate-T5) ‘ unner (Mol <Disnla
= EI AnnOtations

" @;J Sobd B 1)
=[] Surface Bodes(3)

v Shaie-7 3)
® [&] Annotations

;i I:FJ Sobd Biadies1 )

=[] Surface Bodies(3)

& (58] Conity Surface Bodkes(1) & (58] Conity Surface Bodkes(1)
w0 (9] Corn Surface Bodingl1) w0 (9] Corn Surface Bodingl1)

gm & (25 Parting Surface Bodes(1}
ut sca- i 1

&> Surlaceinill

Note: The surface must be moved because it was created manually using extend, planar
and knit surfaces.
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19 Tooling split sketch.

Click Insert, Molds, Tooling Split [ and select the knitted surface as the sketch
plane. Create the sketch and dimensions as shown.

A

- 250 .

20 Tooling split sizing.
Exit the sketch. Set the Depth In Direction1 and Depth In

Direction2 to 50mm as shown. Click «*.

< Tonlinmy Split

1§

Lavity 3
L3 Paetiee Line 1[3]
Parling Surlace #
3 St aa-kndl
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21

22

23

Test measurements.

Right-click the first (Parting Linel) solid body in the Solid Bodies folder
and select Isolate. Click Tools, Measure and measure the distance between
endpoints as shown. The key dimension is Dist 56.45mm as shown.

Exit isolate.
Click Exit Isolate on the Isolate dialog. + e |
Isolate cavity solid.

Right-click the third solid body in the Solid Bodies folder and select Isolate.
The key dimension is the again Dist 56.45mm as shown.

This shows that the outside faces are used to create the mold. Click Exit Isolate.
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Making Use of Symmetry

Note:

24

Individual bodies can be saved into new part files. This creates an external
reference from that single body to the part file.

The other half of the mold is symmetric to the current one. It can be created using
a mirrored part. The mirrored part is derived from the original part but mirrored
using a plane or planar face.

runner -> mirrored part

runner-> runner-Cav_1-> runner-Cav_2->

The if the other mold is not symmetrical to the first, a similar procedure can be
followed using slightly different selections in the Parting Line feature.

Stock feature.
Right-click the cavity solid body and select Insert into New Part. Use the name
runner-Cav_1. A stock feature Stock-runner-1 is created.
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25

26

Mirror part TET—

Select the Right plane and click Insert, Mirror Part. Click s 4

Solid bodies, Surface bodies and Planes. Click . e =
e ]

[] Sarface hadies

[ Ases:

[+] Panes

[ Commetic threads

[ abssorbed shetches

[ unatmorbed shetches

[ ] Custom properties

[ Conednate systems

[ | model demersons

Use the name runner-Cav_2.

[k &
[ | Bresk bk 8o ongnal part

Holes.

Return to the runner part. Select the outer face and click PrrrmrTrem -~
Insert, Features, Hole, Wizard [&. Add 10mm through OM bedes

s ) Setected bodes
all holes placed as shown and select the two mold bodies [ uko-seleck

with the Feature Scope. Click « .

* 20

20— = —‘,___r
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27 New assembly.
Create a new assembly and add the runner-Cav_1 and runner-Cav_2 parts.
The holes have been transferred to these parts using the external references.

28 Save and close all files.
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Lesson 5
Brake Rotor Analysis

When you complete this lesson, you will be able to:

Set up and run a thermal analysis;

Post process thermal results;

Set up and run a static analysis;

Apply thermal loading to structural analysis;
Post process static analysis.
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Brake Rotor Design

When a vehicle is in motion, it is said to have
kinetic energy. Brakes are designed to stop the
vehicle by absorbing the kinetic energy of the
vehicle and dissipating it in the form of heat.

The kinetic energy of a vehicle is given by the
following equation:
1 .2

KE= =m
> \Y;

where m is the mass of the vehicle and v is the velocity of the vehicle. If the mass
of the vehicle is large, or the velocity is large, this can amount to a large amount of
energy dissipated in the form of heat. The braking mechanism must be able to
withstand both the temperatures generated by this heating as well as the forces
incurred during breaking.

In this lesson, we will investigate the design of the braking rotor. The vehicle will
be moving at full speed and will be braked to a complete stop. First, a thermal
analysis will be run to calculate the temperature distribution in the brake rotor
during braking. Next, a static analysis will be run to see the affect of the thermal
load as well as the forces that come with the brake pads.

1 Open Brake Rotor Assembly.
Click File, Open and select the assembly Brake Rotor Assembly. Click
Open to open the assembly.

Activate the configuration called Split Line. It contains the model with
necessary changes so that we can run the analysis properly.

2 Start SolidWorks Simulation. acdea e
Click Tools, Add-Ins. Select SolidWorks Simulation. v s Pt
Click OK.
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SolidWorks Simulation Interface

SolidWorks Simulation functions are accessed in the same way as SolidWorks.
When a simulation study is created, a Simulation Study tree appears beneath the
FeatureManager design tree. Each new study that gets created is represented by a
tab at the bottom of the screen. Like SolidWorks functions, Simulation functions
can be accessed from the Simulation toolbar, CommandManager, or Simulation
drop-down menu. Additionally, functions can be selected by right-clicking
geometry or items in the Simulation Study tree.

Ll U SRS T Tl B

wia N e e
o, = "] i1 E & By e v . e
e u-_-':—_: ] Analysis Library
- - a " [} e
i | S | G |t § 1 P | T & =00 2 —r El
onlel I \ aucd
o Mpiey e | & i o
s, | === CommandManager tab "
. . i et
S Toolbar \ el
[ — o s
B e a0 P e
i EEA ol l — - | mdnand
L LTy B — El_.-..-.-.
T 1IN Y ] =
As e LI
= | e |
e e [ -
| S
RGN (e S
R —_—
e H : i
el Simulation Study [ -
s tabs [ .
Simulation T I Simulation a=
Study tree I 1 Advisor R e
T N N Y | e et [ ISR Tl S T i NN [ Sl 1
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3 Create a study.
From the Simulation drop-down menu, select Study.

Select Thermal as the Type.
Enter Temperature Distribution as the Name.

Click « .

The FeatureManager design tree will split and a Simulation
study tree will be created below the FeatureManager design
tree.

The setup of the study is done using the Simulation study
tree.

4  Adjust study properties.
Right-click the study name at the top of the Simulation
study tree and select Properties.

Under Options, select Transient and enter 3 sec as the
Total time.

Click OK.

[ —

Enlition bype

Srendy shabe:
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Tozal time 3 se

Tims incevement a1 s
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e Thaid conmvection elfecls from Soldiorks Flow Smulalion
Flid convecsion oplisn

SobdWoks model name
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Saker

Aulomate:
Diresct anare
& FFEFis

e itn folder Cohmdercy_wod\EDU Projects ' 2010-201 14
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Transient Thermal Analysis

This model is run as a transient analysis because we want to study the heat
distribution during braking from a speed of 22 m/s to a complete stop. We can
easily calculate the time it takes to stop by first calculating the force it takes to
stop the vehicle. We know that the vehicle is 275 kg and we assume the coefficient
of friction between asphalt and rubber is 0.72. To stop the vehicle in the shortest
time, the maximum breaking force can not be larger than the maximum friction
force between the tires and the ground, which can be transmitted to the ground.
This maximum friction force is calculated as follows.

Fr=p-m-g= (0.72)(275kg)(9.81mz): 1942.4N
S

Now that we know the friction force, we can calculate the average acceleration of
the car during braking.

F
_ P _19424N_ o om
X m 275kg §2

Finally, we can calculate the time it takes to stop.

m
22
Vv
t=X= 2 =35
% 7067
S

5 Apply material.
Right-click the Parts folder and select Apply Material to All.

Select Gray Cast Iron under Iron as the material. Click Apply, then Close.
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Thermal Boundary Conditions

SolidWorks Simulation solves for the temperature distribution in the solid using
the conduction equations and boundary conditions applied to the boundaries of the
model. SolidWorks Simulation has several thermal boundary conditions that can
be applied to thermal studies.

m Temperature
Allows for the definition of a temperature on a certain entity or body.
m Convection
Applies a convection boundary condition to the selected faces. The
convection coefficient and ambient temperature are specified and the heat lost
due to convection is calculated automatically.
m Heat Flux
Applies some amount of heat into a face per unit area.
m Heat Power
Applies some amount of heat to a vertex, edge, face or component.
m Radiation
Allows surface-to-surface or surface-to-ambient radiation.

In our model, we will apply convection to all faces because all of the faces will be
exposed to the air. In addition, we will apply a heat power to the faces that the
brake pads touch.

Convection

Convection is the transfer of thermal energy between a surface and a fluid. The
amount of heat transferred through conduction is proportional to the convection
coefficient, h, the surface area, A, and the temperature difference between the
surface and the surrounding fluid.

Qconvection: hA(Ts - Tf)

In this lesson, we will assume a convection coefficient of 90 W/m”2.K and an
ambient temperature of 20°C, which are approximations. Actual convection
coefficients and ambient temperature could be computed by running a CFD
analysis in SolidWorks Flow Simulation or from experiments.
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6 Apply thermal load.

Brake Rotor Analysis

S Temperature Distnbuteond (- 5pht Line-)

Right-click Thermal Loads in the Simulation ~+ e

Study tree and select Convection.

-1 Connections

g [ Thermal Luai)
) T Mesk Hude Al
Select Select all exposed faces in the Show Al
Convection PropertyManager. This will choose § | Tempersture..
all of the exposed faces for the convection i Copuection..

boundary condition.

Enter 90 W/m~2.K as the Convection Coefficient.

Enter 293 Kelvin as the Bulk Ambient Temperature.

o MW =
(e o)

0 P[rece-orotor-

Transient Thermal Analysis

Cormmclion Coed el (W0m* 2Kk |30
[ |

Bl Amivent Temparsture (Kehing |25
- e
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7 Edit Time Curve.

Click Use Time Curve and select Edit.

Brake Rotor Analysis

Column X denotes the time and column Y denotes the multiplication factor that

will be applied to the convection coefficient that was entered.

Enter (0, 1) and (3, 1) in the table. This will represent the convection always being

turned ON.
Click OK.

Curve milmemaln

M Tiirves Curvs

Shope  |UssDeired =]

Curve data
Uitz EEC | | H#

P

[ Pes i
b o
ERE 1

Giel curve...

Ered fime = 3 o0

[ ok | | cewa

Click « .

Save Cave

Wy

Hels

Note: Similar to the time dependence of the loading using time curves, any thermal load
can be made temperature dependent using temperature curves. Solutions with
temperature curves are significantly more time consuming as convergence
iterations are required because each finite element can generate a different level of

heat power based on its average temperature.

Transient Thermal Analysis
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Heat Power

As the vehicle is braked, the rotor is spinning and the brake pads are rubbing
against the surface of the rotor, creating friction and heat energy. Much of the
kinetic energy of the car is being transferred to thermal energy through the brake
pads. The heat power will be applied to the brake rotors in the area that the pads
touch.

The amount of heat power can be calculated from the amount of kinetic energy
carried by the car. If we assume the mass of the car is 275 kg and the car is
travelling at 25 m/s, the kinetic energy of the car is as follows:

1 -1 m\?_
KE= Zmy2= 2(275kg)(228) = 66.55kJ

If we assume all of that kinetic energy is transferred to thermal energy during
braking that lasts 3seconds, we can calculate the heat power.
KE_ 66.55 kJ_

HeatPower= -A—t 35 22.18kW

Since we will analyze only one pad, and about 60% of the mass of the vehicle will
be on the front, the heat power is reduced.
42.95kW(0.60) _

HeatPower= > = 6.66kW

8 Apply thermal load. Heat Powe
Right-click Thermal Loads in the Simulation Study tree ;5
and select Heat Power.

[Tyue | St
Select the four faces of the rotor that the brake pads touch. =

Selecied Entilies =
Enter 6660 W as the Heat Power. D [rece-i-erotor - cast|

Face=2>SRolor - Canl
Face «3» @ Rotor - Cast

Select Total. Fate<d=@Raotor - Cast

Selecd all exposed
faces

Fer tem

Heal Puwer ]
B [= -

¥
i W

Rewerse directian

|F [ ean | wiew |

[k
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9 Edit Time Curve.

10

Click Use Time Curve and select Edit.

Brake Rotor Analysis

Column X denotes the time and column Y denotes the multiplication factor that

will be applied to the heat power that was entered.

Enter (0, 1) and (3, 1) in the table. This will represent the heat power always being

turned ON.
Click OK.

Curve milmemaln

Maim Tiirves Curvs

Shape Uses Desbresd

Curve data
Uitz sBE

Hih

P

[ Pes
b o
ERE

Giel curve...

Click « .

Initial temperature.

Save Cave

Wy

Heo |

Right-click Thermal Loads in the Simulation Study tree and select

Temperature.

Select Initial temperature.

Select the assembly from the fly-out FeatureManager design tree.
Enter 25 C as the Temperature.

Click «*.

Transient Thermal Analysis
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11 Mesh the model.

Right-click Mesh in the Simulation Study tree
and select Create Mesh.

Click .

Brake Rotor Analysis

12 Run the study.
Click Run from the Simulation drop-down menu.

Note: The study should take several minutes to run. A calculation is performed at each

time step as specified in the study properties. Results will be available for each
time step performed.

Tip:  Be careful when specifying the time step magnitude so that accurate resolution of
your loading curve is obtained.

Post Processing

We will now look at the various post processing options associated with transient
thermal analysis.

13 Plot Temperature distribution.
Right-click the Thermall plot of the temperature

PR & W =
distribution and select Edit Definition. _

Display 2
Change the Units to Celsius. B [mEME Tempersture -]
Make sure the Plot Step is set as 30. el —

. Advanced (phans b

Click . — .

O

E 2 -
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Temg (Celshis)
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14 Probe.
Right-click on the temperature plot in the Result folder
and select Probe.

Select any location on the brake rotor. | @ Mstion
From sensors
Click the Response button £ under Report Options. 0N seleded entithes

Results &

A plot of temperature vs. time will appear.

Mnode | Walug (Celsiug) | X im)
12001 LADLe-002 L2579

Study name: Temperatura Distribution |
Flol typer. Thezomesl Theeremal1

1snﬂ.n. .................. R [

T4 00
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Tomd | Cesos]
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Hi
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[ER 1] Oexd 1376 1.84 242 300 354

Click .
Note: You can do this with any of your created plots in a transient thermal analysis.
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15 Plot Resultant Heat Flux.

Brake Rotor Analysis

Right-click Results in the Simulation Study tree and select Define Thermal

Plot.

Select HFLUXN: Resultant Heat Flux as the Component.

Make sure the Plot Step is set as 30.
Click .

HFEh (0T

L AN+

lﬁﬁﬂ:&-ull]ﬁ

51670005

. 4 RS 0S

1.133e+005

361 Te+005

ERL 2l

AT+

I

. 1 550005

1 e+

5.167e+004

2.1 08e+000

Tip:  You can also select Plot Bounds across All Steps from the
Plot Step menu. This will look through all solution time

steps and plot the maximum or minimum values.

Note: You can also plot the temperature gradient. In addition, you
can plot the directional components of each thermal result

quantity. You are encouraged to try these plots.

Static Study

Fanimum

Absolule Mammum

We now know the temperature distribution after the vehicle brakes from 22 m/s to
a complete stop. This temperature distribution will be transferred into our static
study as a thermal loading condition and the material will be allowed to expand or
contract as a result of the temperature distribution. In addition, we will apply a
loading condition to simulate the load that the brake pad would apply to the rotor.
We want to insure that the brake pad will not warp significantly during this

extreme braking situation.

Static Study

142



SolidWorks Brake Rotor Analysis

Engineering Design and Technology Series

Tip:

16

17

Create a study.
From the Simulation drop-down menu, select Study.

Select Static as the Type.
Enter Thermal Stress as the Name.
Click « .

Apply material.
Right-click the Parts folder and select Apply Material to All.

Select Gray Cast Iron under Iron as the material. Click Apply, then Close.
You can also copy the materials from the thermal study by selecting the Parts

folder in the thermal study, then drag and drop it onto the static study. Other study
parameters can be copied similarly.

Temperature Dependent Material Properties

Material properties are often temperature dependent. You can make your material
properties temperature dependent in SolidWorks Simulation by creating a custom
defined material and selecting Temperature Dependent under where you enter
the parameter value.

Fixtures

Fixtures

The fixtures in your study will represent how the structure is attached to the real
world. It is always best to pick the type of fixture that best represents the
attachment to the real world. The following type of fixtures are available in
SolidWorks Simulation:

m Fixed Geometry
Fixes all degrees of freedom. Also known as a rigid support.

m Roller/Slider
Specifies that a planar face can move freely in the plane, but is restrained
normal to the plane.

m Fixed hinge
Can be applied to a cylindrical face and only allows movement about the axis
of the cylindrical face.

m Advanced Fixtures
Allows for different types of restraints in various directions. Feel free to
review the help menu to investigate these types.
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18

Note:

19

Apply fixture.
Right-click Fixtures in the Simulation
Study tree and select Fixed Geometry.

Select the face on the inner diameter of the
rotor hub where it would be mounted to a
shaft.

Click «.

Brake Rotor Analysis

We are applying a rigid restraint to the shaft mounting location. With this, comes
the assumption that the shaft will not deform under any applied loading
transferred through this mounting location. For this example, we are assuming the
shaft is much more rigid than the rotor hub. If we expect the shaft to deform, we

would need to include it in the analysis.

Apply fixture.
Right-click Fixtures in the Simulation
Study tree and select Roller/Slider.

Select the split face on one side of the rotor

where the fixed brake pad will rub the rotor.

Click + .

Discussion

Fixtures

Typically, the brake calipers are designed such that one pad applies a load to the
rotor to push it into the other pad. With this restraint, we are simulating the
stationary pad and assuming that the pad will not deform under the loading. We

will now apply the loading.
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Loading

Like the fixtures, the loading in your structure should best represent the in-service
loading conditions. The following types of structural loading is available in

20

Loading

SolidWorks Simulation.

m Force

Brake Rotor Analysis

Applies a force to an edge, face, or vertex in the direction defined by

reference geometry.

m Torque

Applies a torque about a reference axis.

m Pressure

Applies a pressure to a face.

m  Gravity

Applies linear acceleration to parts or assemblies.
m Centrifugal Force
Applies an angular velocity and acceleration.

m Bearing Load

Defined between contacting cylindrical faces.

Apply load.

Fressun

Right-click External Loads in the Simulation Study tree ;5

and select Pressure.

Select the split face where the brake pad will push against

the rotor.

Enter 1e6 N/m~ 2 as the Pressure Value. This value can be
known from experiments.

Click « .

(o fomn]

&
B Nonmal 1o selected Tace

Use reference geomelny

7 B[race<1-@rotor - Cast|
Fiestide Valuwe &
El [ ym=2 -
M o1e-006 = mmez
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Braking Force

In addition to the load applied to the rotor through the brake pad, there is also a
frictional component of the braking force that in the circumferential direction. If
we know the normal load applied to the bracket (1 MPa) and the friction
coefficient between the rotor and pads (0.6), the frictional force can be calculated
using the area of the pad application.

Fe=p-Fy = (0.6)-(1x106l\'5-8.2781x10‘4m2) = 497N
m

Note: The frictional coefficient between the pad and rotor can often vary depending on
the temperature. Using 0.6 as the friction coefficient is a simplification made in

this example.
21 Apply load. =T, e —|
Right-click External Loads in the Simulation Study tree " 5
and select Force. .
(1 o)
Select the two split faces on the rotor where the brake pads — .
make contact. [
Select Selected Direction. h; JR
Select Axis1 of the Rotor Hat part as the reference. T [ race 1> @itotor.- Cas

Face =@ Rotor - Cast

Select the Circumferential direction and enter 497 N.

Mo sl
& Selected direction
[ sy @otor vat1 el
@ B el
& Per item

Talal

Units #
fl (= -
Fosee 2
CIE ]

Fewerse dergdtion
| L

Click +* .

Note: When an axis is selected as a reference, the coordinate system changes to
cylindrical coordinates and our load can be applied circumferentially.
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Thermal Loading

22

Now that the structural loadings have been applied, we need to apply the thermal
loading. We want to apply the maximum amount of thermal loading seen during
the braking. This is obviously the temperature distribution at the end of the
braking. The temperatures solved for in the thermal study will then be transferred
to the static study and the material will be able to respond to the change in
temperature. This will cause additional displacement and thermal stresses to
develop in the structure.

Adjust study properties.
Right-click the study name at the top of the Simulation study tree and select
Properties.

Select the Flow/Thermal Effects tab.

Select Temperatures from thermal study and select Temperature Distribution,
Time step 30 as the Thermal study.

Enter 298 Kelvin as the Reference temperature at zero strain.
Cgtions | Adaplive | Row  Thermal Bincts | Remad;

Thes=al splions

e bamperature

B Termperabures hrom Lermal sudy

Thessal fudy” | Temparsturs « |  Time ®tep 0

Temperatune from SobdWodes Flow Semulation

SolkdWorke model name
Conffiguration riame

LT
| Referercn temparium o rem smin 298 i -

Fhid peveasu pe opbinn
I haid pressurs effects from SobdWorks How Simdation

Sobd\Wodkis model name
Cordguralion name
Flow beration no,

Click OK.
The Thermal load will appear in the External Loads folder.
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23 Mesh the model.
Right-click Mesh in the Simulation Study tree
and select Create Mesh.

Click .

24 Run the study.
Click Run from the Simulation drop-down menu.

Post Processing
We will now learn about the various post processing options available for static
studies.

25 Plot stress.
Activate the Stress1 plot by double-clicking it from the Results folder. It is a
plot of the von Mises stress in the model.

von Wises (N2
429 401 S
l A g
357 872.096.0
v g e )
L DAL
2508928120
. H4.833,184.0
L 1791734720
L 1431 raan
107 B54,024.0

71 854 304 0

WD

374.852.2
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Editing Plots [CiStressPlot 2|
To edit a plot, right click on the plot and select Edit ¥ X =
Definition. Display #

The Display dialog lets you specify a stress component and

e .'JNIWHMILH Shiess -

. Bl [wmea -
units. - -
Advanded Opthons &
The Advanced Options lets you choose to plot either a Shvow 85 tensor plot
Node or Element value. For the nodal values, the stresses ) Node Values
are averaged and displayed at the nodes. For the elemental Samant valsn
values, the stresses in a given element are averaged and the B rngary foc patts
element is given this averaged stress and it is displayed. T —r— -
The Show as tensor plot option allows you to plot the Hutnmatie
orientation as well as the magnitude of the stresses. E’“ .
The Deformed Shape dialog allows you to show the User aefined
deformed shape and to choose the scaling of the graphics L
window.
Chart Options art Ontion: etting
The chart options can be accessed by ~— « % v X
right-clicking on the plot and selecting | sissay sutions 4| Pinge Oplions 4
Chart Options or by double-clicking St min snnctaticn (Enstions -4
the legend. The chart options control o :mm.tl ————— A
the annotations as well as other options 7 Show legend Masel -
such as the color, type of units e | T
(scientific, floating, etc), number of SRS ER XN
. . & Autnmatic Dednamied Plat Opticang &
decimals shown in the legend. A . »
5.5 upenmpose model on

Settings

The plot settings can be accessed by
right-clicking on the plot and selecting
Settings. They are used to control

various display options.

Post Processing

the deformed shape

Defined:

Positicing Framat ]

Predefined posilions

&0 * %

ED "%

b :Normll v:
b :'ﬂnﬂllrsg —‘_
[T I -

| Uise 1000 Separatar [
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26 Display model maximum.

Right-click on the plot and select Chart Options.

Click Show max annotation.

Click « .

\
3

v Wisns (Nie)
AF3AE A
l 383,731 5060
| 357 052 066 0
. TWEATIEN
268,452.640.0
L ISNAAT A T
H_ HNaFriiman
178,173.472.0
L 14313744 0
LT o e
T1.884.304.0
36,134 5760

Xawrr

Discussion

Brake Rotor Analysis

Notice that the maximum occurs in a sharp corner where the mesh is quite coarse.
If stresses are of interest in this location, significant mesh refinement would be
required. In addition, this may be an area of singular stress due to the boundary
conditions and the sharp corner. If this was the case, this stress value could be

ignored.

Post Processing
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27 Plot displacement.
Double-click the Displacementl plot to show the displacement plot.
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Conclusions

In this lesson, we did an analysis of a brake rotor. We learned how to set up and
run both a thermal and static study. We also learned about some of the post
processing options available in SolidWorks Simulation.

In order to perform this analysis, some significant assumptions were made. First
of all, the convection was assumed a constant 90 W/m”2.K throughout the
analysis. This is a bit of an aggressive assumption due to the fact that as the car
slows down, there will be less air flow over the rotor, therefore less heat lost due
to convection. As mentioned before, SolidWorks Flow Simulation could be used
to more accurately calculate the convection around the rotor.

Another assumption made in this modeling is that the heat power is applied to the
entire rotor surface rather than simply the location the pad touches. In actuality,
the heat power is only generated where the pad touches, and as the car moves, this
location rotates around the entire surface of the rotor. By applying it to the entire
rotor surface, we “smear” the heat power evenly along the surface in what could
be considered a conservative assumption. Can you think of a way to apply the heat
power to better match the real model?

Additional assumptions were made in this model such as the friction coefficient,
material properties, and structural boundary conditions. Therefore, this analysis
should serve as a first-pass type of analysis where further testing or investigation
could be done for more conclusive results.
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Lesson 6
Frame Analysis

When you complete this lesson, you will be able to:

Set up an analysis using beam elements;
Create truss elements;

Calculate the torsional rigidity of your frame;
Post process results in cylindrical coordinates;
Define beam shear and moment diagrams;
Evaluate your frame design.
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Torsional Rigidity

The torsional rigidity is defined as the torsional
response (defined as some deflection angle) of a
structure to an applied torque loading. The image
to the right shows the deformation of a structure
due to some applied torque loading. The torsional
rigidity would be mathematically formulated as
follows:

TorquelLoad
AngularDeflection

TorsionalRigidity =

With respect to frame design, the torsional rigidity is an important characteristic
of the vehicle for several reasons. As we will see, the general rule of thumb for
torsional rigidity is “the stiffer, the better.”

Imagine strapping wheels to a mattress and trying to drive the mattress through
twists and turns. A mattress car, as you can imagine, would not handle the lateral
loading well and it would be very difficult to keep the wheels of the car on the
ground. Torsional stiffness drastically affects the car’s handling.

The lateral loading on a vehicle is taken up in two places; the frame and the
suspension. Now, consider tuning the torsional stiffness of your car to drive on
different road types. The suspension can be adjusted, the frame cannot. Ideally
then, your suspension will take up much of the lateral loading. Adjusting the
stiffness of your suspension will determine how the car handles different types of
loading. If the loading is taken by the frame, it will be very difficult to tune the
torsional stiffness of your car.

In this lesson, we will use SolidWorks Simulation to evaluate the torsional rigidity
of our frame design. Perhaps most importantly, we will also be able to evaluate
how design changes affect the torsional rigidity (i.e. is this design stiffer or more
flexible than the previous?).

Element Types

To this point, we have used SolidWorks Simulation to analyze the thermal and
structural characteristics of our brake rotor using solid elements. Solid elements
worked well in the analysis of the rotor because the structure was relatively thick
and our computer had the necessary resources to mesh and run the analysis.

In this lesson, we will be analyzing the frame structure that we modeled in a
previous lesson. We could use solid elements in this analysis, however we will see
another element type that will allow us to greatly simplify our calculations.
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Shell Elements

When the structure becomes thin in one direction, such
as a sheet metal part, SolidWorks Simulation can use
shell elements to significantly simplify the calculations.
The shell element in SolidWorks Simulation is a two
dimensional triangular element. Each node of the shell
element features six degrees of freedom (3
translational, 3 rotational), giving the nodes the ability
to transfer moments. The thickness of the geometry is
taken into account automatically in the formulation of
the element.

Shell elements can be created in SolidWorks
Simulation the following ways:

m  Shell elements are automatically created in
SolidWorks Simulation when a sheet metal part is used.

m If any surface geometry exists in your part, SolidWorks Simulation will
automatically recognize them as shell elements as well.

m To manually define shell elements, you can right-click the solid body from the
Parts folder of the Simulation Study tree and select Define Shell By
Selected Faces.

Beam Elements

The beam element is another type of structural
element available in SolidWorks Simulation. It is a
one dimensional element with 2 nodes. Like shells,
each node of a beam element has six degrees of
freedom. The cross-sectional characteristics of the
beam are taken into account in the formulation of the
element. These characteristics are automatically
computed in the software, therefore greatly
simplifying the model setup.

Beam elements can be created in SolidWorks
Simulation in the following ways:

m Beam elements are automatically created in
SolidWorks Simulation when a weldment part is
used.

m  Right-click the solid body in the 1 Frame
Parts folder of the Simulation Study O i Eter

D) sotidBody | 1= | Apply/Edit Matenal..

tree and select Treat as Beam. T
P stidBody Treat a5 Rermote Mass...
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Preparing for Analysis

Tip:

Note:

As previously discussed, the first step in the analysis process is to simplify the
model. Care must be taken when simplifying the model such that we do not
remove something that could have a significant effect on our results.

Open Frame.
Click File, Open and select the part Frame. Click Open to open the part.

This is the Frame part that was created in the previous lesson. There are a couple
of modifications to the model in order to make it a bit more convenient for
meshing.

The model used for finite element analysis is often simplified from its final
production state. Therefore, it is often beneficial to have multiple configurations
of your models, one for analysis and one for production.

Add a configuration. A
From the ConfigurationManager, right-click %ﬁ

the part and select Add Configuration. et o by o

= ram cibian
% 'E'ﬂ Defs Part {Framel

Type FEA as the Configuration name. Hidden Tree tems ’
ol Add o Likeary
Click « B Cpen Drawing
. Comirnent ¥
The new configuration will be created and Liee Urplay :

| Ky Add Configurstion...

activated in the ConfigurationManager. We
can now suppress unwanted features in our part that are unnecessary for our
analysis.

In addition, there may be features to unsuppress that are not part of the final
model, but are necessary to the analysis.

In this model, we are doing an analysis on a part. If we were analyzing an
assembly, it would be necessary to create the alternate configurations at the part
level, then have these configurations active or inactive in the separate
configuration at the assembly level.

Suppress features.

In the previous lesson, mounting locations were created for the suspension and the
engine. In the analysis, these will not have any affect on the torsional stiffness of
the vehicle.

Right-click on the Tabs folder and select Suppress.
Right-click on the EngineMount feature and select Suppress.
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Experimental Design

It is important when preparing a finite element model to consider the physical
representation of what you are trying to analyze. Loading and fixtures are going to
be applied to the model based on the most accurate representation of the physical
model. These boundary conditions will introduce assumptions into the model and
it is critical that the assumptions are understood and reasonable with respect to
what the model is trying to accomplish.

There are a number of techniques for experimentally measuring torsional rigidity.
In the simulation, we will try to most accurately represent the experiment in the
analysis setup. In the experiment, the front and rear wheels are mounted on beams
and the suspension components are assumed to be fixed so that all of the load
applied is transferred to the frame itself. The rear of the vehicle is held stationary
(fixed) while a load is applied to the beam with the front wheels to simulate the
torque as shown in the figure below.

B

Note: Our analysis will be setup with respect to this method for measuring torsional
rigidity. Other methods exist and you would want to design your analysis
according to the physical setup of the experiment in order to compare the results

properly.
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4 Unsuppress features.

In this model, the suspension has not been
included in the analysis. We need a
location to apply our torque loading as
well as a place to measure the angular
displacement for calculating the torsional
rigidity. For this, beam members have
been created to connect the frame to the
location where the wheel is mounted.

Right-click on the Rigid_Supports
folder and select Unsuppress.

Additional Model Modifications

A few additional modifications to the original frame also have been made in
preparation for analysis. When the beam is curved, it is approximated by short
linear sections. When these linear sections become so short relative to the cross
section of the beam, the assumptions on the stiffness of the beam element tend to
become less accurate. Additionally, SolidWorks Simulation can have difficulties
in meshing this type of curved geometry.

In our model, we have tried to avoid
curved geometry altogether. Two sections
of the frame have been modified so that
they can be meshed appropriately. First, at
the top of the Seat section, we have
removed the curves. These are not going
to significantly affect the stiffness of the
vehicle frame, so this approximation is
valid.

Second, we have modified the - 8 -
Bulkhead_1 section again to avoid any
curves. Instead of the curves, we are using
short straight line segments in our sketch

as seen in the image. This is valid as well, straight/sections
because as we already know, the beam § / (bothisides)
will be meshed as a short, straight section. ¥

We are now ready to begin the analysis. \
Make sure that the SolidWorks Simulation 8

Add-In is active from the Tools, Add-Ins /
menu. i i
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5 Create a study.
From the Simulation drop-down menu, select Study.
Select Static as the Type.
Enter Torsional Rigidity as the Name.
Click = .
Beam Meshing T8 Frame
.
As mentioned before, weldment features are gmw g ;pp.ﬂ Msterial...
automatically treated as beam elements in A sy |
X . i ) q SalidBody dit Definition...
SolidWorks Simulation. If solid elements are 2} salidBody
desired for the analysis, right-click the beam
feature in the Simulation Study tree and select, Treat as Solid.
6 Examine the Frame folder. L ¥

The Frame folder should contain solid bodies that 4 SalidBodky UTrim/Estend2D)

. 3 Z3 zalidRady (Trim/Extend11)
will be meshed as beams. You can tell that the will be & salidBody HTrim/Extendt)
beams because of the beam icon % next to the body %3:::;’: sl ol
name.
Any Solid Bodies that will be meshed as solids should be excluded from the
analysis. To do this, right-click the solid body and select Exclude from analysis.

Section Properties Sectiun Prugerlies P

Beam Meshing

For Torsional Shear 3iréss

We mentioned that all of the cross-sectional characteristics of | caicuiation
the beam are taken into account automatically by SolidWorks | ==
Simulation. The section properties that are not computed ,mmt
automatically are constants for the torsional shear and shear 0 .
due to bending calculation. These constants must be entered

manually if this information is required from the analysis. To )
enter the constants, right-click the beam and select Edit ’ S

i~ 4

Dislante lor Max Shea
SEress

mm

Definition. The required contacts for torsional shear Sebvibay

calculations are as follows: Shear Factor

m Torsional Constant, K : .
Heget

The value for the torsional constant can be calculated or
obtained from literature.

m Distance for Maximum Shear
Distance from the center of the section to the point of maximum torsional
shear.

m Shear Factor
Ratio of effective area under shear and the cross section area of the beam. The
quantity is computed in both local cross sectional directions.

158



SolidWorks Frame Analysis
Engineering Design and Technology Series

At the end of each beam falls a node that will connect to v X
either another beam joint or a boundary condition. As Type @
previously mentioned, the nodes of beams have six degrees  Rean

Truss

of freedom (three translational and three rotational). These

degrees of freedom may be restrained or released to reflect

various structural connection configurations. To manually

configure these degrees of freedom, right-click the beam

and select Edit Definition. The graphics window will show

the beam with two ends as shown in the figure. Enell Conmection #
& = Rigia

\V K Hinge

Slide

@ Marissl

Enl? Connection =

Hructural Member 4]

The following options are allowed for beam end conditions: = ® * "

Hinge

m Rigid e
All six degrees of freedom are tied to the joint. All Manual
translational forces and rotational moments will be
transferred from the beam element to the joint and vice versa.

m Hinge
Three translational degrees of freedom are tied to the joint. All translational
forces will be transferred from the beam element to the joint and vice versa.
Rotational moments will not be transferred.

m Slide
Three rotational degrees of freedom are tied to the joint. All rotational
moments will be transferred from the beam element to the joint and vice
versa. Translational forces will not be transferred.

m  Manual
A custom defined connection can be defined.
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Trusses

In the same location, the beam can be defined as a Truss =% which can only resist
axial loading.

We want to apply the torsional loading to the location where the wheels would
mount so that we can best represent the experiment. Weldment features were
created that defined this location. We want the loading to be transferred directly to
the joints of the frame where the suspension mounts, however, we do not want any
moments to transfer, only forces. To only allow the transfer of forces, we will
make these members trusses.

7 Define trusses.
Select one of the truss members in the
graphics window. It should highlight the
member in the Frame folder of the
Simulation Study tree.

Right-click the member in the Simulation
Study tree and select Edit Definition.

Select Truss as the Type.

Repeat this procedure for the seven
remaining truss members that mount to the
suspension mounting points.

8 Apply material.
Right-click the Frame folder and select Apply Material to All Bodies.

Select Alloy Steel as the material. Click Apply, then Close.

J0| nt GI’OU p '-'{t Torsiansd Rigidsty (-FEA<Ad Machened=-]
+ B Frarne
The beam mesh is made out of a series of one
dimensional lines that may be connected. The end i Piiviat
. . A . ohures
points of these lines are called joints. SolidWorks ] Extemial Lnads
Simulation automatically detects the joint positions, K

however some joints can be very close and it could be desirable to merge them (or
un-merge) them. In this case, the joint locations can be modified manually using
the Joint Group. We will practice this in this lesson.

The beam joints are shown as yellow or magenta spheres in the graphics window.

m @ joints are connected to two or more beam members.
m @ joints are connected to a single member.
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9 Edit Joint Group.

When a beam is defined in SolidWorks Simulation a folder ;4
called Joint Group is created in the Simulation Study

|" leked Beams L3
tree. & Al
Right-click the Joint Group folder and select Edit. 2 ddkect _
i ‘—
—
|M L3
Joink 2 -
Jaint 3
Jaint 4
laing 5
Jaint b
Jain 7 ik

7 Keep modified joind an
“ pdate

[ misplay newtral ais

Treat as joint for
chearance less than

00145 ! |

10 Examine joints.
Right-click a joint icon to examine the
beams that are connected by the joint.

To add or remove a beam member from
the list, click the beam in the graphics
window.

o | Structural MemberlO[L]
Mirrorl [14]
Structural Memberl0[3]

To save the new joint, simply close the
Select Joint Members window.

Beam Meshing 161



SolidWorks Frame Analysis
Engineering Design and Technology Series

11 Edit joint.

Note:

Tip:

Examine the joints in the rear of the vehicle frame.

Notice that at one of the rear suspension mounting points, there may be two joints.
This location should only have one joint that connects all of the beams.

Right-click one of the joints and add the omitted beams.

Right-click the other joint and remove all of the beams. This will delete that joint
since it is redundant.

Click Calculate to recalculate the joints.

3
[ Mirrar1[14] 7
Structural MermheS[3]
Structural Mernbe8[1]

This procedure may be repeated as necessary until the joints are calculated
properly. Additionally, this procedure may not be necessary if the joints are
initially calculated correctly.

Be sure to check your joints to insure that they have been computed accurately by
the software. It can be helpful to thoroughly examine the mesh after meshing.
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Merging Joints Automatically

The software automatically calculates joint locations based
on the ends of beams. At the joint end, a hypothetical

sphere is drawn with a diameter chosen automatically with
respect to the model geometry. If two joints fall within one

R R L. Keep modified jaint an
sphere, the beam ends will be merged forming one joint. It updste
is possible to modify the diameter of this hypothetical DAY FoURR dos
sphere using Treat as joint for clearance less than. Re- Lntena &
calculating the joints is necessary to get them to merge. bkl bl
Fixtures Fhctun
SolidWorks Simulation has a number of different fixtures  « ¥ =
that can be applied to beam joints: Example ¥
m Fixed Geometry Fanduciond Geoment— &
Fixes all six degrees of freedom (translational and &) Fined Geametry
rotational). o) antion)
m Immovable (No translation) | Use Reterence Geometry

Fixes translational degrees of freedom only. Rotational
degrees of freedom are left unconstrained.

m Use Reference Geometry
The user can specify a reference and choose which
degrees of freedom are fixed (translational or
rotational) with respect to that reference.

It was mentioned that in the experiment, the rear wheels are held stationary. To
measure the torsional rigidity, the entirety of the load must be transferred directly
to the frame. Therefore any components attached to the frame that transfer the
load must be assumed to be rigid. If this is the case, it would make sense to fix the
rear joints where the rear suspension would attach.
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12 Apply fixtures.

Note:

Fixtures

Right-click Fixtures in the Simulation Study tree and
select Fixed Geometry.

Select the eight joints at the rear of the frame where the
suspension would mount.

Click .

You can tell which degrees of freedom are being
fixed by viewing the arrows. An arrow in a

direction is restrained. If the arrow has a tail, the
rotation about that direction is restrained as
well.

Frame Analysis

« W =
| Example ¥

iyl A

{Hixed i
I!‘E Fived Geametry
|f_3 Immevabde o
L tramsiation)

@ Lse Reference Geometry

H Joint<1%, 1= -
Joim«63, 1> E
laintc3d, s =
Joint<d%, 1=

Joim=175, 1>
Inint <143 13

A% wa

given direction means that the translation in that t

Fixed Geometry Immovable

164



SolidWorks

Engineering Design and Technology Series

Loading

SolidWorks Simulation allows for the application of forces
and torques to beams or beam joints. The force is applied to
the beam or joint and the direction is defined by choosing a

Note:

Loading

reference.

As with our fixtures, we will assume that the loading from
the experiment is transferred directly to the frame beam

joints at the suspension mounting points.

With the wheel structure assumed rigid, the load would be
applied to the front axle axis and the frame would rotate
about the center of the frame on the front axle axis. This is
the location where the angular displacement must be

measured about.

Rotation Point

Frame Analysis

« M

59

Seleckivn E]

el |

Units

S
i)
5
Monmenl
'3'
Lt !

To simplify the analysis, we have not included our suspension components,
therefore we must define representative loading condition that will simulate our
experiment. The application of our loading to our truss members will transfer the
equivalent torque to the frame through the suspension mounting points.

The truss members are used only in the finite element model to directly transfer
the loading. They are not part of the actual frame design.
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13 Apply loading.

- . . . . Force/Ta .
Right-click External Loads in the Simulation Study @ N =
tree, and select Force. :
_Sdnl.mn ]
Select Joints under Selection. T T
Select the beam joint at the termination of the truss
members. 1] I
.‘-ﬁ ] Frant Flane |
Select the Front plane as the reference. :
Unils. ]
Select Normal to Plane and enter 169.7 N. 0 = )
Click « . | Force &
CIIE M
Front_Axda_Axk ECIE H
T ] war <M

Reverse derection

i

EEANE
=
E]

Repeat this procedure for the opposite side.
Make sure that the direction is reversed on the opposite side.

Note: The loading magnitude was calculated such that a 100 N-m torque is applied to
the frame.

100Nm

Force = 5 egoom
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14 Mesh the model.
Right-click Mesh in the Simulation Study tree and select Create Mesh.

The beam mesh will automatically be created.

Frame Analysis

Note: Truss members are meshed as a single element because they will not have bending
deformation since their nodes only transfer axial forces.

15 Run the study.
Click Run from the Simulation drop-down menu.

Post Processing

After the study is run, the Results folder in the Simulation Study tree will
become active and our results are accessible. In this lesson, we will investigate the
different post processing options available for beams.

The first result that we would like to compute
is the torsional rigidity. To do this, we must
know the angular deformation of the frame as
a result of the torsional loading.
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Cylindrical Coordinates

By default, SolidWorks Simulation plots the results usinga « * =

cartesian coordinate system. Knowing this, one could Doy »?
convert the results to another, more desirable coordinate S |okphemenio]
system. B lom ]
SolidWorks Simulation also allows for the plotting of e i
results in cylindrical coordinate. We will use this methodto ™ —
measure the angular deformation of the frame required to e
calculate torsional rigidity. | Defuimed Shape @
2 Automalic
To change to cylindrical coordinates, a reference axis must by [zam
be selected in the Advanced Options. When in cylindrical Truse scale
coordinates, the following changes are made to the User defined
coordinates with respect to the selected reference axis: b

+| Show colers

m X direction = Radial direction
m Y direction = Circumferential direction
m Zdirection = Axial direction

In addition, the cylindrical coordinate system appears at the bottom -
right of the graphics window to inform you of your coordinate ’ j)
selection. N
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16 Plot angular displacement.
Right-click the Results folder and select Define
Displacement Plot.

Select UY: Y Displacement as the Component. S Uk ¥Displacement =

Expand the Advanced Options and select Axis2 as the [ i—
reference. Advanced Optiors &

Showvr as veckor pled

Select the Automatic scaling.

C|ICk w . | Deluamed Shape i
& Autemalic
U (mim) By [mam
3.34e+000 True scale
I 3.06e+000 Liser defined
L 27824000 b :
. 2.50e+000 | Show caloes
. 2.23e+000
_ 1.95e+000
-_ 1.67e+000

L 1.58e+000
L 1 1Me+000

. §.35e-001

5.56e-001
2.78e-001
0.00e+000

Note: The unit system of this plot is still in mm where we might expect it to have an
angular unit since it is a circumferential displacement. In actuality, the software is
taking the angular deformation about the axis and multiplying it by the distance
away from the axis. To compute the actual angular deformation, we need to divide
by its distance away from the axis.
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17 Probe. -] Results
Right-click the Displacement plot in the Results g;mlﬂi-ﬂmwﬁhm aial arut
folder and select Probe. srpemn
Hide
Select one of the ends of the trusses where the load £ Defiion..
IS applled b‘ Ammale.,

Chart Qptions...

LN (e [ Sriting
2 S “

185000
' 1 EFae00

R
1.11e+000

. 83500

ERLE R
2.T8e.0010
1 0k 4 0

a, —_—— -
II
" 18 ] )
K, I Location: | -5 S4s. 005 588, 260 mm |
oL 3. e+ min

We now know the angular deformation of the end of the frame.

We must divide this by the distance away from the axis to measure the angle.

~3.339mm _

Ll — 0.00567rad

Click + .
Note: The angular deformation will always be calculated in radians, not degrees.

Torsional Rigidity
We can now calculate the torsional rigidity of the frame.

_ _100Nm _ Nm
v~ 0.00567rad 17646rad
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Beam Stresses

There are a number of different components of stress that develop in beams.
Axial, torsional, shear, and bending stresses are all components of stress seen by
beams. In SolidWorks Simulation, you can plot any of these.

By default, SolidWorks Simulation creates a stress plot called Highest axial and
bending which looks at each beam element and plots whichever component of
stress is the highest in the plot. This type of plot is useful in evaluating the
maximum stress seen in your beams.

18 Plot stress.
Activate the Stress1 plot that was created by default by SolidWorks Simulation.

Mighaa st sockal s ety (MR 2]
33,513,684 .0
36 MBATED
L FRSLA0n
. PR A
26,362 456.0
. IE0ET 1480

159,41 Wrn

.

16.476.535.0
L 1318 230

L SRS

LA A0
3,285,307 0
mm

This is a plot of the highest stress (axial or bending) in each beam element.

We can view these stress components separately.
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19 Plot axial stress.

Right-click the Results folder and select Define Stress ;g
Plot. :
iicpay i
Select Axial and Automatic. B [wmea -
. [ Aaial -
Click = . —
::-‘_ Deoamed ¥hape & ]
Axial PLA (AT & Automstic
28845873 b [2an
I True scale
290 o)
Liser defined
23601853 lﬂ
L4777 838
I o By
STE,081.5
LT
SN
120720
3 L A A4 TEES
2242 5
FOI0N2ES
ST AN

Notice that some members are in tension and some members are in compression.
You can use this information in design change decisions.

Cross Section Directions 1 and 2

To post process bending and shear stress, the beam directions 1 and 2 must be
defined. SolidWorks Simulation defines direction 1 to be along the longest side of
the cross section and direction 2 is it’s perpendicular.
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20 Plot bending stress.
Right-click the Results folder and select Define Stress Plot.
Select Bending in local direction 1 and Automatic.
Click .

Dinading Marss (Nis2)
FRESEMO
I FHAEIEn
L ZAAEan
IT 2 osz0
L0 WD
L A e
=1,379,560.0
75400920
SRR
STEIIA N EED

361 fRd 1

sEAEnan

ETET T

Note: If you probe on one of the truss members, you will see that it has zero bending
stress. This makes sense because the trusses do not transfer moments.
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Shear and Bending Diagrams

Frame Analysis

SolidWorks Simulation also has the ability to plot shear and bending diagrams in
the different beam directions. These can be used to study how the internal bending
moments and shear forces vary along the length of the beam.

21 Plot bending moment.

Right-click the Results folder and select Define
Beam Diagrams.

Select Moment in Dir1.

Under Selected Beams, choose Select and
select the beam member shown at the front of the

frame.
Click .
Wiorerd in Dl (M)
- 1 B2vee i
{ \ lu!emﬂ
S
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22 List beam forces.
Right-click on the Results folder and select List Beam Forces.

Click « .

A list of the forces in each beam element are listed. You can save this list to be
used later.
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Conclusion
In this lesson, we evaluated the torsional rigidity of our frame design. We learned
how to set up an analysis using beam element. We also learned about the various
post processing options available when beams are used.

At this point, it could be advantageous to change the frame design and re-evaluate
the torsional rigidity. The most common goal for frame design is a torsionally stiff
and light frame. Design changes could include different beam lengths, cross
sections, or material properties.

It is important to note that the torsional rigidity was evaluated and set up with
respect to the experiment that would be performed once the frame is made. We
can only compare experiment to analysis if the boundary conditions are set up in
the same manner. Additionally, assumptions are made in the finite element model
that might not reflect the real world situation perfectly. Therefore, it is most
advantageous to evaluate different frame designs using the software to decide
which is the stiffest, not one that matches the experiment perfectly.
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Lesson 7
Intake Analysis

When you complete this lesson, you will be able to:

m Set up and run a Flow Simulation;
m  Post-process a flow simulation.
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Intake Manifold Design

The common goal of intake manifold
design is even distribution of flow to the
piston heads. This is to insure optimum
engine efficiency. In this lesson,
SolidWorks Flow Simulation will be used
to investigate the design of our intake
manifold when the car is moving at 22
m/s.

This lesson will introduce the complete set up of a SolidWorks Flow Simulation
project. We will prepare our model for analysis, set up boundary conditions and
engineering goals, run our project, and learn to post process our results.

Model Preparations

In structural analysis, it is typically necessary to simplify the SolidWorks
geometry to allow the simulation to run. The same is true for flow analysis. A
simplified model will result in faster mesh and run times providing you with a
quicker result. Part of model preparation is deciding what type of model you will
be running. SolidWorks Flow Simulation categorizes flow analysis in terms of the
flow being either internal or external.

External Flow Analysis

This type of analysis involves the study of flow around a region not necessarily
bounded by solid geometry. Typically, this is used for the study of flow over
aircrafts, automobiles, buildings, etc.

Internal Flow Analysis

Internal flow analysis deals with the study of flow inside a region bounded by
solid geometry. A typical example of an internal flow analysis would be the flow
through and HVAC system. In this type of analysis, flow enters the model through
some inlet and leaves the model through the outlet. Flow Simulation requires the
model to be fully closed to perform an internal analysis, therefore some geometry
modifications may be necessary prior to setting up the model. This will be the
case in our analysis of the intake manifold.

1 Open Intake Assembly.
Click File, Open and select the part Intake Assembly. Click Open to open the
part.
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2 Start SolidWorks Flow Simulation.
Click Tools, Add-Ins. Select SolidWorks Flow

Simulation.
Click OK.

Model Preparations

Intake Analysis

[T ———

Al Sibdvw S L
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SolidWorks Flow Simulation Interface

SolidWorks Flow Simulation functions are accessed in the same way as
SolidWorks. When a simulation study is created, a Flow Simulation analysis tree
appears as a tab next to the FeatureManager design tree tab. Each new study that
gets created is linked to a specific configuration created in the
ConfigurationManager. Like SolidWorks functions, Flow Simulation functions
can be accessed from the Flow Simulation toolbars, CommandManager, or Flow
Simulation drop-down menu. Additionally, functions can be selected by right-
clicking geometry or items in the Flow Simulation analysis tree.
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Flow Simulation
analysis tree

Lids

As mentioned previously, internal analysis requires the geometry of the model to
be fully closed. In the intake manifold, there is an opening for the inlet flow and
four ports for the flow to the cylinders. We must close these openings with lids.
We will then apply the proper boundary conditions to the surface of these lids to
tell Flow Simulation how the fluid will be entering or leaving through the lid
surface.
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3

Note:

Tip:

Create lids.

From the Flow Simulation drop-down menu, select Tools, _: 4
Create Lids. 0

| Belection &
Select the planar faces on the inlet and the four outlet ports [ face<t> druanecio
that the lid will cover. Face<1> Grunner 14
rd FEINIHMI'

Select Adjust Thickness and enter Imm as the Thickness.

Click .

@ 1.00mm =

You’ll notice five new parts in the FeatureManager design tree. The lids are blind
extrusions from the selected planar faces into the openings with a distance that
was specified as the Thickness.

The thickness of the lid for an internal analysis is usually not important however,
the lid should not be so thick that the flow pattern is affected down stream. For
most cases, the lid thickness could be the same thickness used to create the
neighboring walls.

If the lid face is not planar, the lid tool cannot be used. In this case, simply create
the lid manually using a mid plane extrusion.
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Check Geometry

SolidWorks Flow Simulation has a tool called Check Geometry that allows users
to check the solid geometry to make sure that it is ready for analysis. We know
that the geometry must be fully closed for an internal analysis.

Additionally, we need to make sure that no
invalid contacts exist in our model. An invalid
contact will cause the Check Geometry tool to
report zero internal volume and the Flow
Simulation will fail to solve. Some examples of
invalid contact are shown in the figure.

4 Check geometry. S —
From the Flow Simulation menu choose: W [ <1 [ Ersbe |
Tools, Check Geometry. R e cockanbooch [ D]

% wiake connechon bool<b:

Make sure the Exclude Cavities without L8 etcho cormckon booi<100 Erabin 41
flow conditions check box is cleared. i B et _ Dmsbdnil
o W nrrelds
Click Check. 0 % LDsa:
i M LID4T:
The tool should calculate a fluid volume ! % L‘;:ﬁ“mwww
correctly and there should be no invalid = —
taCtS Euchnie coving without Bow corcilions:
con ' Fuchude rtemal apace
If invalid contacts exist, you must correct ot A
them before beginning the flow simulation | Sre/=les s=ite
project. Ty Check
The B ok i 0 DDE2A0ANT94 =3
- - - » H 7 . I
Click Close when you are satisfied. The sebdvatume s B EREITRE 2 | Fhad Vhare |
Irnwabd cortacts:
Lloze
Help

Creating the Project

Now that our geometry has been properly modified, we can proceed with the Flow
Simulation project.

5 Create a project.
From the Flow Simulation menu, choose: Project, Wizard.
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6 Create new project.
Under Configuration, click Create new to create a new configuration.

In the Configuration name box, enter Project 1.

=)

W

‘Wizard - Praject Canfiguration
Confipantion

& Copabs new
Use cument
Comhgursbom namey Progect 1|

Cument configuration: Dafinak

oy Plud Subdormand

ﬁ Benreley Coul i

I* Fam

E‘ Heat Sources

W Porcus Heda

M sl Condtions

B ok

W Local Irikisd Meshes
= 08 Rents

B Mesh

T Cut Pots

p surface Mot

-
B Faow Trajectones o

Cosrarasris:

Notr | [ Cacél | | Heo

Click Next.

SolidWorks Flow Simulation will create and activate a new configuration called
Project 1 when the wizard is finished. All data associated with running the
analysis will be stored in a separate folder in the model directory numbered
sequentially, i.e. “1”, “2”, “3"... etc. based on how many projects are defined on

this model.

Note:
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7 Select units.
Select SI (m-kg-s) as the Unit System for this project.

Liri syetern @
Syalem Paiy Commmend
G5 femegra) Pre-Diefired OGS [omegrs]
FPL ] Fre Defred FES i)
IS frrla] i Do 1FS [reltrs]
KM [ FinLinérmd HbM o]
Sia)  Pelefred _ Siinkgi ]
Pre-Diefiresd usa
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Decimals nresats | 15iunt | =
D | L | dmplay rasin o
Prassurs & sirass, Fa az
Velocty ms A2
sy L] A2
Lengh - 12
Tacparatare K 12
Protacal tive s AZ3
(1 Geemetricsl Cranacterighe - @

[ emack | [ Mew: | [ cowa || Hew |

8 Select analysis type.

Cirealen vl cneiin: )
[ Bt cirviies vathend B condions

U] Enthuds irdemal ipacs

aooo :"Ji

: Depardancy. @

[ emack | [ Moz ][ coa || Hew |

Select Internal under Analysis Type.
Click Next.
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9 Select fluid.
Expand the Gases tree and double-click Air to add it to the Project Fluids list.
Click Next.
- LB
el L s (e |
Acefard Pri-Dafingd =
Ammonia Pra-Defined
Argan Pre-Defined
Bulare Pae-Diefined
Carbon dumds Prn.Dafnad
(= Pra-Dafined
Ethane Pra-Defined
Ethansl Pre-Defined
thylene P
Pt raOuties -
[ Flamee |

Flewv Charssierne | Walue -
Flcrm By Larmnar and Turbuen! EJ
High Mach nambsss fiow || =
Humnikdity B ha \

[ ocback | [ Heto ][ Cocd | [ bew |

10 Select wall conditions.
Accept the default conditions and click Next.

‘Wizard - 'Wall Conditions

Dapandsncy )

[ ooback | [ Heto ][ Cocd | [ bew |
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11 Initial conditions.

Accept the default conditions and click Next.

 Tarbulence Parameters

et D

Fararetes Pressure, temperaiure
Presaure iD132s5 P
Termperabuig MITK
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Fararater Welaihy
‘vielooiy in X drection 1 m's
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12 Results and Geometry Resolution.
Set the Result Resolution to 5.
Click Finish.
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13

14

Review Flow Simulation analysis tree. B promect 1
SolidWorks Flow Simulation has created and ] Ay g———

- . . . - m ek
activated an additional configuration called K omeh e
Project 1. In addition, the Flow Simulation g W ras e
analysis tree tab has been created in the O S i
FeatureManager. A T

Select the Flow Simulation analysis tree tab .

If changes need to be made to the settings of the project, you can right click the
Input Data folder and select the appropriate option.

In the graphics window, the Computational
Domain is shown as a wireframe box
enveloping the model. This is the area
where the model will solve the flow
simulation. Because this is an internal
analysis, the model will be solved inside the
solid geometry inside the box.

Insert boundary condition.

In the Flow Simulation analysis tree, under
Input Data, right-click Boundary
Conditions and select Insert Boundary
Condition.

Select the inside surface of the lid covering the
inlet as shown in the figure.

Select Ciher i)
%rﬂ!rirrnr 2y
nFMr & [restrctar
’ -
v

To access the inner face, right click the outer 7 Farr@LDs o)
face on the lid and click Select Other. In the [l Facedtrectrctar
Select Other window, cycle through the faces
by moving the pointer to highlight each face L
dynamically in the graphics window.
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15 Set up boundary condition.

16

Under Type select Flow Openings.

Select Inlet Velocity.

Under Flow Parameters, click Normal to Surface and

enter 22 m/s.

Click +* .

Insert boundary condition.

In the Flow Simulation analysis tree, under
Input Data, right-click Boundary
Conditions and select Insert Boundary

Condition.

Select the inside face of one of the lids
covering the outlet ports as shown in the

figure.

Creating the Project

Intake Analysis
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17 Set up boundary condition.
Under Type select Pressure Openings.

Select Environment Pressure.

Click .

18 Set up boundary condition.

Intake Analysis

=1 Boundary Condition_?

o
Iidnl.iwl =
P T

L
}_-'g Face Comdnate Spitenm

Reterence axis: [y

Static Pressune
Tolsl Pressae

| Thesmualynami Pamsmebens &
B 1SR = e

T H32K =hr

Repeat this procedure to create Environment Pressure boundary conditions for the

remaining three outlet ports.

Creating the Project
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Engineering Goals

SolidWorks Flow Simulation contains built in criteria to stop the solution process.
In addition, it is best to use your own criteria by using engineering goals.
Engineering goals are user specified parameters of interest which users can
display while the solver is running and obtain information about after
convergence is reached. Goals can be set throughout an entire domain (Global), in
a selected area (Surface, Point), or within a selected volume (Molume). Finally,
mathematical expressions using other goals can be written in an equation goal.

19 Surface goal.

. . . 1w A

In the SolidWorks Flow Simulation analysis = prjectt

tree, right-click Goals, and select Insert B H"EE:;MWI _— g

Surface Goals. [y Fluid Subdomaing

. ¥ Boundary Conditicns

To select the inlet surface for the Surface o inlet velocity |

Goals, split the feature pane and in the upper = it

portion click the boundary condition Inlet /7 ]

Velocity 1 item in the Flow Simulation o e oo

analysis tree to input the face where the @ X

surface goal is to be applied. — ——

In the Parameter list, locate Volume Flow P [Facea-guosa '

Rate and check the box.

Click + . ]
Farameber F3
imrnmrrrr Min | & | Max| Bulk & Use | «
SEatic Pressure o

Tatal Pressure
Coyramic Pressure
Temperature of Fhuid
Denaily

Kass Flow Rate

voume Fiow kate I

el e e

20 Rename goal.
Rename the goal so that it appears as Inlet Volume Flow Rate.
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21 Surface goal.

22

Repeat the previous steps to apply a surface
goal for the volume flow rate at the outlets.

When selecting the Environment
Pressure boundary conditions, hold the
control key and select all of the outlet
conditions.

Click Create a separate goal for each
surface. This will create a separate goal for
each outlet.

Click + .
Rename each goal to reflect the outlets.

Equation goal.

Intake Analysis

BiriRli=|
|y Fluid Subdomaing -
¥ Boundary Conditicns

¥R Inet Velocity 1
3 1 W Ervironment Pressure 1
3 1l Ervironment Pressure 2
3 1l Ervironment Pressure 3
Ervironment Pressure 4

‘/‘ Heat Sources

B 17 [

« M

Face« 2» @LID3-1
Face<1>3L04 -1
Faice €3 §BLID2 -1
Face<d:» @LI0E -1

o | Create a separate goal tor each jurlace

| Parameter &

Parameter Mdin | & | biax| Bulk &| Use | o
SEatic Fressure «
Tatal Pressure
Coyramic Pressure
Temperature of Fhuid
Denaily

Kass Flow Rate
wolume Flow Rate

el e e

I

Right-click Goals and select Insert Equation Goal.
Select the Outlet Volume Flow Rate 1 surface goal that was defined in the

previous step to add it to the Expression box.

Click + in the Equation Goal window.

Repeat this procedure to sum all of the outlet goals.

Click OK.

Esveaaion

|0ttt csurmes Fioss Flate 11+40utiet Volume Flow Pate Zls(0utier Volume Flow e
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23 Rename goal.
Rename the goal so that it appears as Sum of Outlet Volume Flow Rates.

24 Solve.
In the Flow Simulation analysis tree, right-click the project and select Run.

Make sure that Load Results is selected.
Click Run with the default settings.
It could take up to an hour to run this study.

Post-Processing

We can begin to post-process the results once the solver is completed. In this part
of the lesson, we will learn about various post processing options available in
SolidWorks Flow Simulation. We first must change the transparency of the model
so that we can view the results.

25 Change transparency.
In the Flow Simulation menu, select Results, Display, Transparency.

Move the slider to 0.75.

Note: The transparency can also be changed by right-click the parts in the
FeatureManager design tree.

26 Cut plot.
In the Flow Simulation analysis tree, right-click Cut Plots and select Insert.

Select the Top plane of the plenum assembly.
Click « .
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Color Bar

In the Color Bar dialog box, you can specify a physical parameter for the display.
You also have control over various settings of the display. You can access the
Color Bar double-clicking on the legend in the plot.

27 Adjust view settings. [ ColocBar 7|
Double-click the legend to bring up the Color Bar o R & 4=
dialog. —— N
Change the Parameter to Velocity. P [veouty '
[" s 2 [
Change the Number of colors to 110.
‘ 0 s = |v¢"
Click OK. '
£ 110
Il - - -

114231
105463
95674
LR L]
.
FO0E
A1.820
2.1
43,942
15154
26,366
1ai
.6

n

el [mug]

Cut Flot 1 contowrs

Hide the Cut Plot when you are through.
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28 Flow trajectory.
In the Flow Simulation analysis tree, right-click Flow Trajectories and select

Insert.
Select the Inlet Velocity 1 boundary condition.

Enter 50 as the Number of Points. Click «* .
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Flowe Trajectonies 1

Hide the Flow Trajectories when you are through.

29 Surface plot.
In the Flow Simulation analysis tree, right-click Surface Plots and select

Insert.
Select Use all faces.
Make sure Contours is selected and the Parameter is Pressure.

Click « .
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30 Goals plot.
In the Flow Simulation analysis tree, right click Goal Plots and select Insert.

Click All in the Goal Plots window and click OK.
An Excel spreadsheet will be automatically created containing information about

the goals.

[ . B c D E =
: Intake Assembly.sldasm [Project 1]
F
3 Goal Hame Unit Value Avaraged Valua |Minii|
4 Inlet Vaolume Flow Rate [m*3s] 0.028436893 0.02843755% |
5 Chulbet Volurme Flow Bale 3] [m*3is] 0 13158415 0 017007 75 |
J Qutlet Valurma Flow Fate 1] [m"'s] 0. 007475256 0007463144 o
T Outlet Volurme Flow Rale 4) [m*3/s] 0 003H4MT 0 003300253 |
] Qutlet Valurme Flow Flate 2| [m"'s] -0.00489407 00051856806 o
I Sum of Outlet Volume Flow [m*3's] 0028851048 -0.028853857 -
13 Itarations: 414
14 Analysis intarval: 52
18 -
HF" kM| Sumimry o Volhsme Fow Rate Surm_of_0 11 Bl

Discussion

As we can see from the goals plot, the inlet volume flow rate matches the outlet
volume flow rate. This is a good sanity check in that all the flow entering the
model is leaving the model. In addition, we notice the different volume flow rates
exiting each outlet condition. Much of the flow is leaving through one of the
outlets in the center. This was also seen with the flow trajectory plot. This could
be because the outlet port is slightly off-set from the center of the plenum, causing
more flow to leave through one side. Re-design of the plenum could better
distribute the flow amongst the outlet ports.

In the real world, each piston would be firing at a different time as the engine is
running. To more accurately represent this situation, a transient study could be set
up with the outlet ports turning on and off with respect to when they would fire
using time curves. To set this up in SolidWorks Flow Simulation, Time
Dependent would need to be selected in the Analysis Type window of the
Wizard. In addition, modifications to the outlet boundary conditions would be
needed to specify when they turn on (flow is allowed) and off (flow is restricted).

Conclusions

In this lesson, we investigate the design of the intake manifold using SolidWorks
Flow Simulation. We learned how to setup and run a flow analysis. We also
learned good post-processing techniques for evaluating our designs. You are
encouraged to continue you investigations of the post-processing options
available on your own. In addition, more information in the form of tutorials and
technical writings are available through the help menus.
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